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UNIFORM CARE

School of Nursing students don white coats during the
University’s inaugural White Coat Ceremony on Friday,
Sept. 19 at the Performing Arts Center. Chosen as one of
only 100 colleges to participate, the White Coat Ceremony
was initially designed by The Arnold P. Gold Foundation to
emphasize the commitment of patient-centered care for
those entering medical school. More than 20 years later,
nurses are now part of the tradition.

THEN AND NOW

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
We mark them. We
celebrate them. We
commemorate them.
Sometimes we must
even fight for them.
These are “firsts.”
Whether it’s being
the first, coming in
first, or establishing
a first, that single,
solitary number is
often a symbol of
strength, success, history and triumph.
When I was young, any time my family
bought a new VCR or stereo equipment, I
would be the first to press every button
just to see what everything did. With
time, I learned how it all worked.
Like many Millennials today, my mother
looked on as if I were some sort of prodigy.
To her, the fact that I could program the VCR
without looking at the instruction manual
made me the Second Coming of Tesla. They
are just buttons, I thought. You press them
and see what happens. Eventually, you
learn to press the right ones.

It’s easy to look back at my parents’
generation and chuckle at their
technophobia. But the further I get into
adulthood, the more I realize that we all
have areas of our lives where we’re like
my parents with the new VCR. Today, we
have DVD and Blu-ray and iPods instead,
and digital apps for banking and photo
sharing. I sit and stare and shake my head
and say, “But why?” Then I remember, it’s
as simple as doing it, pushing the right
buttons—being the first to try.
Google the word “first” and you’ll find
everything from a definition to nonprofit
organizations to a list of banks and credit
unions. Again, firsts can mean many
things to many people.
Here at Georgia Southern, we mark firsts
as milestones. In this issue, there happen
to be a number of firsts—a ‘season of
firsts,’ you might call their collective.
Whether it’s academic firsts, such as
the first undergraduate Manufacturing
Engineering Program awarded in Georgia
and our historic ABET accreditation to
our first BSN to DNP nursing pathway

to our first 40 Under 40 recognitions.
Or celebrating and catching up with
alumni who have achieved firsts: Hala
Moddelmog (’79) becoming the first
female president & CEO of the Metro
Atlanta Chamber and Tim Willis (’94), the
first blind track and field runner in NCAA
Div. I sports history. And then there’s our
Athletics firsts. From the University’s
first Women’s Golf Team and head coach
to our first football championship in our
inaugural season competing in the Sun
Belt Conference. And January marks Dr.
Keel’s first five years as president of the
“Greatest University in America.”
As you continue reading, I hope it inspires
you to set out on a journey to be the first
or become a first. After all, as pages in
Georgia Southern University history, we
all have a unique role in trying to find the
right buttons—technology or otherwise—
that lead to what our next “first” will be.

1984 Allen E. Paulson Stadium opened
for its first game 30 years ago on Sept. 29,
1984, with the Eagles downing Liberty
Baptist 48-11. The construction of the
“Prettiest Little Stadium in America”
was the culmination of four years of
planning, fundraising and hard work.
Originally built to accommodate about
18,000 spectators at a cost of $4.7 million,
it is named in honor of the founder of
Gulfstream Aerospace Corp., who donated
$1.35 million toward its construction.
M.C. Anderson, the owner of a Savannah
construction company, provided $1 million
in labor and Glenn Bryant, a former state
senator, donated the funds to purchase
the land for the Stadium. Morris and
Ann Lupton contributed $500,000 for
the original locker room and field house
that has since been replaced by the Gene
Bishop Field House.

Go Eagles!
Michael J. Soloway
Editor

TRUE BLUE spotlight
PERFECT MARRIAGE OF BLUE AND WHITE
Georgia Southern University holds a
special place in the hearts of alumni
Marc Snyder (‘07) and his wife Erin (‘08).
That’s why, on May 24, the newlyweds
used their first moment as husband and
wife to show off their True Blue spirit
at Dunnottar Castle in Stonehaven,
Scotland! The couple met in 2006.
“I will forever bleed blue and white,” said
Erin. “Georgia Southern was the best
college experience that I never knew
I could have. I am so glad I was able to
get such a great education and make so
many lifelong friends.”
Marc agrees, saying attending
Georgia Southern “was by far the best
experience… I wouldn’t trade it to go
to any other school.” Both Marc and
Erin credit their experiences at the
University with not only aiding their
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education, but also their careers. “I think
my education from Georgia Southern
was top notch. I still use what I learned
in my current job,” said Erin, who is
a student nurse extern at WellStar
Kennestone Hospital in Marietta,
Georgia. Some of Erin’s best memories
were during her time as a SOAR leader.
“SOAR taught me so much about Georgia
Southern history, present and future.
That was when I really fell in love with
Georgia Southern.”
Memories are truly what the newlyweds
will cherish forever. “Georgia Southern
means walking on Sweetheart Circle
in the summer with Marc,” said Erin.
“From the beautiful campus and small
classrooms to the fun and huge football
game days, Georgia Southern is an
incredible place to be,” Marc added.
“GATA EAGLES!”

2014 This year, “Our House” opened with a brand new look for the Eagles’ inaugural season in the Sun Belt Conference. The most
visible change is the privately funded $10 million Ted Smith Family Football Center, located between the east end zone and Lanier
Drive. The state-of-the-art 57,000-square-foot facility features a central operations area for the football team, and includes coaching
offices, locker rooms, workout facilities, a video production suite and a Hall of Fame exhibit highlighting outstanding players and
historic football team accomplishments. An expansion project at the Stadium was also completed in time for the season home opener.
In all, the ambitious construction project added 6,200 seats to Paulson Stadium, increasing total capacity to 25,000. Two years ago,
students voted in favor of a $25 per semester fee to pay for the additional seating.
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E

5

COVE R STORY

BLINK OF AN EYE

by Michael J. Soloway

ON JANUARY 4, 2010, GEORGIA NATIVE
BROOKS KEEL CAME HOME.
He remembers arriving on campus. He remembers his
first walk around Sweetheart Circle, where so many
memories had been made and friendships forged—
the winding paths and tree-lined street. “In the faces
of our faculty, staff and students, I could see where
Georgia Southern University had come,” said Brooks
A. Keel, Ph.D., the University’s twelfth president.
“And I had a vision of where we were headed. Deeprooted in history, I could see the passage of time.”
Five years since his arrival, President Keel has
watched his own time tick by and is proud of what’s
been accomplished. “Of course, I always want to
make a difference, but I like to think that it’s the
people around me who are the ones making a real
difference,” said Keel. “I wanted to be at a place that

makes a difference and I feel like Georgia Southern
students, faculty and staff have.”
Every day, Keel told me he hears about what a
special place Georgia Southern University truly is.
From faculty who have taught at the school for 30
years to new students who are taking their first
tour of campus, there’s a certain magic at Georgia
Southern. “You can feel it,” said Keel. “You can’t pick
it up from a website. You can’t read it in a pamphlet.
You have to be here to feel it. Everybody will tell you
about that magic and it’s real, and it’s allowed us to
grow.” Traditions remain a large part of that magic.
“There’s just something special here,” he said. “It’s
not just Athletics. It’s our annual watermelon cutting.
The Pedestrium. Lighting around Sweetheart Circle.
Sweetheart Circle itself. So many people will tell
you that. When you hear about all those traditions
people say, ‘don’t change it; don’t mess with it.’ And
I’ve heard loud and clear.”

President Keel Celebrates Five Years an Eagle
YE

MILE STO N E S
During President Keel’s current, fiveyear tenure, he helped establish the
first Bachelor of General Studies major
offered completely online. The University
launched the Allen E. Paulson College of
Engineering and Information Technology
(CEIT), and a new asphalt research lab
within CEIT (the only one of its kind at
a university in Georgia). There is also
the Institute for Interdisciplinary STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering
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and Math) Education (i2STEMe) that
supports thematic grant writing,
research and outreach in K-20 teaching
and learning, with a focus on rural,
diverse, low socioeconomic status
and underrepresented populations.

YE

AR

2

In addition, the state of Georgia also
transferred management of the Herty
Advanced Materials Development Center
—a world leader in materials research
and product development—to Georgia
Southern.

YE

AR

3

YE

AR

YE

4

AR

5

Some of the other planned and/or completed building projects under President Keel’s leadership include the following:
• Biological Sciences building
• Dining Commons and Lakeside Dining
Commons
• Sanford Hall renovation

• Ted Smith Family Football Center and
additional seating at Allen E. Paulson
Stadium
• University Golf Course

• Military Science building*
• Health facility*
• Shooting Sports Education Center*
* Future projects underway.
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5:34 P.M.

6:20 P.M.

FROM DAY President Keel begins each day with a trip to the campus Starbucks, sometimes alongside fellow Eagles such as Vice President for

INTO NIGHT After lunch, President Keel spends most afternoons sitting down with University decision makers such as Provost Jean Bartels

Keel believes being born, raised and educated in Augusta,
Georgia, has made it easier for him to know what the role, scope
and mission of Georgia Southern should be throughout the state
and beyond. He is a product of the entire Georgia education
system, from elementary through graduate school. “I speak
southern-English very fluently,” Keel joked. “I think it makes
a difference in interacting with students as well as people in
the community. To have that perspective puts me in a unique
position to see where we can go from here.”

completely convert the inside of the building into a state-of-theart communication arts program is absolutely fantastic.”

Government Relations and Community Engagement Russell Keen. Throughout the morning, Keel meets with students and staff, including SGA President
Azell Francis (top right) and University cabinet members, before enjoying a quiet lunch at the campus Dining Commons.

If you look at what the University has accomplished under Keel
over the past five years, you’ll find an unprecedented list that
encompasses Academics, Athletics, research activities and
campus expansion—some of which are 30 years in the making.
For example, Keel said, “offering engineering degrees is a huge
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accomplishment and one that has taken decades to realize. Our
new manufacturing engineering degree is going to have farreaching implications for years down the road.”
Another key to Keel’s success is completion of several
desperately needed building projects. “We’re not trying to build
a dynasty or Taj Mahal, but you have to have the right facilities
to educate the students and so faculty have a place to do the
wonderful things they do,” said Keel. “We’ve got a fantastic
group here who promote Georgia Southern in Atlanta, where
many of the decisions are made. They’ve done a great job telling
the Georgia Southern story and expressing what we need to
be even better. We don’t have to convince them of who we are,
but more of what we need. To look at Sanford Hall and see how
we managed to maintain the wonder of Sweetheart Circle but

(top left) or attending campus activities with first lady Tammie Schalue (top right). In the evening, Keel often hosts special events or recognitions in
his home. Most recently, he and Tammie welcomed outstanding faculty to an annual awards reception to celebrate their accomplishments.

But President Keel is quick to remind me that it’s students, and
the faculty who mentor them, who will put Georgia Southern on
the map with regards to national distinction. He acknowledged
balance is key as Georgia Southern continues to grow in quality
and scope. “It means keeping the right number of faculty in
place to give our students the kind of personal attention they
need, deserve and came here for,” said Keel. “We can grow this
university in many types of ways and still maintain the ‘smallfeel’ culture… that the magical Georgia Southern atmosphere
stays true to its past. I have every expectation we’ll meet that
challenge. It’s my goal and our obligation.”

Like engineering, the recent Athletics move to the Sun Belt
Conference has been more than 30 years in the making. “Athletics
is something I’ve been proud of but also how we’ve been able
to marry Athletics to Academics in order to move the whole
University forward. I recognized early on that we could use
Athletics as a vehicle to put Georgia Southern on a national stage.”
Keel often calls Athletics the ‘front porch’ of the University. “If
you can get people up on the front porch using Athletics and get
people to look in through the picture window,” Keel said, “then
they can see all the wonderful other things you have going on
inside the house. If you’re looking for a house the first thing you
might notice is how well the yard is kept up. Well, we’ve got a
pretty nice front yard I hear. We just have to get people when
they drive by, or find us on the Web, to stop and notice what we
offer. We have to continue to increase our curb appeal.”

G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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HOW T W EET I T I S!

“The
opportunities
we have to
become leaders
in every arena
are absolutely
spectacular.”

President Keel discovered the benefits of social media recently, albeit reluctantly.
For those who don’t know, Keel’s Twitter handle is @PresKeel, which he uses daily.
“I resisted Twitter for a long time,” said Keel. “I fought kicking and screaming, I said
I didn’t have time, or asked myself why people would care. Then I started doing it.
What I realized is that it’s a tremendous way to maintain contact and interact with
students… and alumni, too. I can highlight faculty and staff accomplishments, talk
about Athletics, post selfies, or tell people what the next five years will look like…
It makes a president a little more personable and personal, but it makes the office a
little more personal as well. Another
reason Tammie (the first lady) and
I wanted to come here was because
we saw a place that was interested
in being more outwardly focused and
tweeting allows that. It’s also a heck
of a lot of fun.”

-Brooks Keel, President

President Keel mentions the numerous commercials aired
this past football season during ESPN-broadcast games as
an example. The 30-second spots touted Eagle research and
academic programs, and focused on student and faculty
achievements. He’s confident high schoolers sitting in their
living rooms around the nation watching those Thursday night
contests will see those ads, get on their iPads and check us out.
“The national exposure it provides is tremendous,” said Keel.
“We’ve had south Georgia distinction for 100-plus years. What
we want now is that national distinction.”
Over the past five years, Georgia Southern has done
exceptionally well in differentiating itself. One of President
Keel’s main goals is to blur the demarcations between the old
Vo-Tech school and the liberal arts university. “I get criticized
sometimes by folks that think university presidents are
supposed to lead institutions to provide high quality liberal arts
education and that’s all that we should be doing—that it’s not
our responsibility to get our kids jobs when they graduate,” he
said. “I just think that is an inappropriate way of doing things. If
our students are not graduating and getting a job or going on to
graduate or professional school then we’re not doing our job.”
Keel is proud that when Eagles graduate they have not only
the breadth of knowledge that you get at a liberal arts college,
but also the understanding of the technology and how to put
what they’ve learned into practice. Engineering is the typical
example, but the same can be said of business. “Our students
10
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understand the theory of business but they also understand
the art of business,” said Keel. “We can differentiate ourselves
by blurring the lines… We are a workforce University. We train
and we educate so that students have everything they need to
get a job quickly. We’re not lowering our standards. In fact, it’s
a strength. As more businesses understand what we do here at
Georgia Southern, more and more of our graduates will be able to
compete with anybody across the country.”
When asked if he'd had any disappointments over the past
five years, President Keel said he’d hoped research would be
even further along. Keel added that a lot of it had to do with
the economy. “To move this University from one of primarily
teaching to one of teaching and research is heavy lifting. It
takes a tremendous amount of resources to provide the faculty
with the appropriate amount of money and lab space necessary
and we just haven’t been able to come up with the resources
to do everything I want yet. The research we are doing here is
phenomenal, so I do want to emphasize yet.”
Even after five years, President Keel calls every day a “surprise.”
But he calls all the surprises pleasant ones. “I never realized
how special a place the South is, but especially the state of
Georgia,” said Keel. “Coming back, I was surprised at how much
it meant to me. When Tammie (the first lady) and I came here we
knew we could make a difference… the University could make a
difference. I felt that all the building blocks had been put in place
for Georgia Southern to reach the national stage.”

Keel admits he never truly realized the
University’s potential until he arrived
on campus that first day. “Now, having
been here for five years,” said Keel, “the
opportunities we have to become leaders
in every arena are absolutely spectacular.”
Five years seems like a long time on the
one hand and a blink of an eye on another,
added Keel. “I’ve seen from afar Georgia
Southern progress from a school that
people had as their second or third choice
to a University of first choice for so many,”
said Keel. “What you will find is that when
you travel across this country more people
will notice that Eagle lapel pin or tie and
won’t ask where we are and what we’re
doing, but already know instead. I think
you’ll see us move from trying to tell other
people about Georgia Southern University
to a place where people will begin to tell
others about us. And that’s where we
want to be.”

In the middle of a photo shoot with

For Web extras of Dr. Keel, including
a behind the scenes video, visit
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/magazine.
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FIRST
CLASS

MARTIN

First-Ever 40
Under 40 Named
Given out by the Georgia Southern University
Alumni Association, the 40 Under 40
designation recognizes young alumni that
are leading the way in business, leadership,
community, educational and/or philanthropic
endeavors. The 40 were chosen by a selection
committee based on their professional
expertise and achievements, as well as
dedication to charitable and community
initiatives.
Out of our roughly 75,000 living alumni,
more than 30,000 are under 40-years-old.
Honorees not only represent the excellence
of the University's young alumni, but also
demonstrate the positive contributions and
remarkable achievements for which Georgia
Southern graduates are known.
They also aspire to uphold the core values of
Georgia Southern University: integrity, civility,
kindness, collaboration, and a commitment
to lifelong learning, wellness, and social
responsibility.

MIKELL

HALSTEAD

HARTSOCK

HERRING

JACKSON

KEEN

MOCK

KICKLIGHTER

KILE

KNIGHT

LAWRENCE

LEE

MULLIS
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TRIP ADDISON (’08, ’09)

Trip Addison is the deputy director for the
Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget
(OPB), where he develops the Governor’s
budget and oversees the state budget. Before
joining OPB, he served as Governor Deal’s
policy adviser for economic development.

SCOTT BEAN (’11)

Scott Bean is the field, cost and scheduling
engineer for The Industrial Company/Kiewit
Corporation. While attending Georgia Southern
University, Bean was instrumental in starting
the Student Eagle Club and was its first
president.

LINDSEY BLOM (’99, ’01)

Lindsey Blom is an associate professor in
Sport and Exercise Psychology and acting
director for the Center for Peace and Conflict
Studies at Ball State University. She has spent
years using sports as a vehicle for health
and conflict resolution from the local to the
international level.

PHILIP BOLDT (’04)

In 2006, Philip Boldt deployed to Iraq, where
he served as a platoon leader until 2007. Boldt
is the executive officer to the Military Surface
Deployment and Distribution Command G3 for
the United States Army.

SALUA BRANNEN (’98)

Salua Brannen was the first student to
graduate from Georgia Southern with an
International Studies major. She is currently
working as an account executive for a
Swedish shipping company, Wallenius
Wilhelmsen Logistics.

KATE CHANNELL (’01, ’03)

Kate Channell is the director of marketing
and media for the College of Business
Administration at Georgia Southern. She
previously served as director of development
for the School of Dentistry at MCG, where
she raised around $400,000 for a special
fundraising campaign.

JORDAN CHESTER (’08)

After graduating from law school in New
Orleans in 2011, Jordan Chester worked as an
assistant state attorney in Jacksonville, Florida.
He is now the fourth member of the legal
team that is part of the Corporate Counsel for
Distribution NOW.

JEMELLEH COES (’08 ’10)

Jemelleh Coes is the 2014 Georgia Teacher

14
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of the Year and is currently working on her
doctorate in special education.

MARIO CRUZ (’05)

In 2013, Mario Cruz achieved the honor of
becoming a Board Certified Sports Specialist.
He is currently the physical therapist for
Tennessee Tech University.

AMY DIETRICH (’11)

In 2012, Amy Dietrich launched the Alumni
Association Network, “Eagle Outreach,”
alongside other Atlanta-based Georgia
Southern alumni who have volunteered more
than 600 hours. She is currently the director of
communications and continuing education at
the Georgia Psychological Association.

REBECCA ELLIOT (’97, ’03)

Rebecca Elliot is currently the director of the
Final Phase Operations at the Gulfstream
Aerospace Corporation. While attending
Georgia Southern, she was awarded a Master
of Technology in Industrial Management.

JASON EPPS (’99)

At the start of 2014, Jason Epps was appointed
to the Kraft Foods Powerhouse Leadership
Program. He is currently the senior customer
business leader for the Cheese Division calling
on Walmart.

RYAN FOLEY (’03, ’05)

Ryan Foley is vice president for student affairs
at Ogeechee Technical College (OTC). He began
his OTC career as an intern in 2010, as he
was completing his undergraduate degree at
Georgia Southern.

LEA ANNE FOSTER (’96)

Lea Anne Foster is vice president for
communications at the National Association
of Manufacturers. She formerly served as the
federal affairs director for the State of Georgia.

JOHN FULFORD (’07)

John Fulford is the project manager for Brasfield
& Gorrie, LLC. He has helped complete two
successful construction projects on the Georgia
Southern University campus—the new biology
building and Paulson Stadium expansion.

SHANNON HALSTEAD (’98)

Shannon Halstead is a Sergeant for the
Street Crimes Unit at the St. Petersburg Police
Department—Uniformed Services Bureau. She
is a 2012 graduate of Leadership St. Petersburg,
where she furthered her leadership skills by
working in the community.

KIM HARTSOCK (’99, ’01)

In 2013, Kim Hartsock became a partner at
Warren Averett, LLC, becoming one of the
youngest women to make partner at the firm.
During the same year, she became president of
Susan G. Komen of Greater Atlanta.

SUSAN HERRING (’00, ’01)

Susan Herring is the director of initial phase
operations finance for Gulfstream Aerospace.
For the past eight years, she has been a mentor
for aspiring leaders at Gulfstream.

TORRI JACKSON (’99, ’02)

Torri Jackson is the senior counselor, and the
counseling and guidance department leader at
Bradwell Institute in Hinesville, Georgia. She
has developed a comprehensive counseling
program that was acknowledged nationally
as a Recognized American School Counseling
Association Model Program in 2013.

RUSSELL KEEN (’99) (’14)

Russell Keen is vice president for governmental
relations and community engagement at
Georgia Southern. He has previously secured
support for local community affairs projects
and Georgia Southern building projects.

JAMES KICKLIGHTER (’10)

James Kicklighter is a writer/director for
JamesWorks Entertainment. He is currently
working on the film “Erk,” based on the life of
legendary football coach Erk Russell.

JOHN KILE (’10)

Currently a Captain in the United States Army,
John Kile was the lead of the first Afghan
Uniform Police Mission in Afghanistan.

MYCHAEL KNIGHT (’02)

Mychael Knight was a finalist and “Fan
Favorite” winner on Season 3 of “Project
Runway,” a reality TV show on Lifetime,
previously on the Bravo Network, focused on
fashion design. Knight is currently fashion
designer and stylist of his own fashion
company, Mychael Knight Inc.

JASON LAWRENCE (’06, ’07)

Jason Lawrence is the deputy chief of staff
for Congressman Lynn Westmoreland. In
2011, he was a U.S. House of Representatives
Agriculture Committee Staff Representative.

MALCOLM LEE (’99)

In 2012, Malcolm Lee started his own nonprofit,
the AAU Girls Basketball Program “Georgia
Flight.” He is currently the organization’s head

coach as well as a music executive with the
UEMG Music Group.

TERESA MacCARTNEY (’99, ’01)
Since starting at the Governor’s Office of
Planning and Budget (OPB) in 2001, Teresa
MacCartney has been the state leader for
the Federal Stabilization and Education Jobs
programs, and is currently Georgia’s Chief
Financial Officer and director of the OPB.

KAMEELAH MARTIN (’00)

Kameelah Martin is an assistant professor
of African American Literature at Savannah
State University. She was a member of
the Ronald E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate
Achievement Program while attending
Georgia Southern and was the first McNair
scholar to earn a Ph.D.

ROBERT MIKELL (’07)

Robert Mikell is currently an attorney at Brown
Rountree PC and serves on several Boards,
including the Board of Directors of the Georgia
Southern University Alumni Association, the
Statesboro Kiwanis Club and the StatesboroBulloch Chamber of Commerce.

JENNIFER MOCK (’04)

Jennifer Mock is an officer in the State Bar
of Georgia’s Young Lawyer Division and has
volunteered with Georgia Legal Services and
the Georgia High School Mock Trial Program.
She is currently an attorney and partner for
The Mock Law Firm, LLC.

THOMAS MULLIS (’99)

Thomas Mullis, M.D., is currently a physician
at Dublin ENT Associates. He was a member
of the Bell Honors Program while attending
Georgia Southern and graduated summa cum
laude in chemistry in 1999.

BECKY OWEN (’99)

Becky Owen was a member of the Bell Honors
Program while attending Georgia Southern. She
is currently a supervisory chemist at the FDA.

YVONNE PARKHURST (’04, ’06)

Yvonne Parkhurst was hired in 2007 as the
women’s national teams administrator for
USA Rugby. She is now the team services
manager, which includes management of all
National Teams and the newly created Olympic
Residency Program for Rugby at the Olympic
Training Center.

NICK PEARSON (’10)

Nick Pearson is the director of federal
government relations for the Tennessee Valley
Authority. He also devotes multiple hours
a week to mentor students and help them
improve their reading skills.

MATT RAMSEY (’98)

Matt Ramsey was first elected to the Georgia
House of Representatives in 2007 and was
elected in 2013 to serve as the Majority Party
Whip in the State House. Ramsey is currently
an attorney at Warner, Hooper and Ramsey,
Attorneys at Law and a state representative.

OWEN

PARKHURST

PEARSON

RAMSEY

RHODES

SHEFFIELD

STEPHENS

THORNTON

WARREN

WRIGHT

BLAIN RHODES (’10)

Blain Rhodes began his career in the music
business working as the merchandise manager
for country singer and songwriter Luke Bryan.
Rhodes is currently the manager of A&R for
Warner/Chappell Music.

BRAD SHEFFIELD (’01, ’03)

Brad Sheffield is the senior vice president and
retail lead for Sea Island Bank. In 2014, he was
awarded the Sea Island Bank CEO Award, which
is one of three that have ever been given.

LIZ STEPHENS (’99)

Liz Stephens is executive director of MedBank
Foundation, Inc. Under her leadership, the
organization has been able to amplify their
amount of medication provided from $250,000
to $10.6 million, cut organizational costs and
spread their reach geographically.

DENNETTE THORNTON (’01)

Dennette Thornton is senior manager of
the Atlanta Braves Group and Premium
Sales Department. In 2013, she was no. 1
in the Department in all of Major League
Baseball. She is also an Eagle Football Alumni
Association board member.

JACOB WARREN (’02, ’03)

Jacob Warren was the first Georgia Southern
University Honors Program graduate to receive
a Ph.D. He has received more than $6 million
in funding to improve health within rural
communities. He is currently the associate
professor of Community Medicine at Mercer
University.

JUSTIN WRIGHT (’02, ’03)

After two years of working at Great Southern
Wood Preserving, Justin Wright became the
youngest general manager at one of only 15
plants. He is currently the company’s director
of independent sales.
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DOUBLE MAJOR
If accreditation is value, then the Allen E. Paulson
College of Engineering and Information Technology
(CEIT) has recently become invaluable, as it
celebrates ABET accreditation for its civil, electrical
and mechanical engineering programs. The ABET
accreditation is a remarkable milestone for the
University’s engineering Bachelor of Science
programs instituted in 2011 that prepare students
for challenging and rewarding opportunities in a
variety of industries or government agencies locally,
regionally and nationally.
“Engineering drives innovation, which in turn drives
the economy,” said Mohammad Davoud, dean of the

manufacturing engineers who focus on “designing
facilities, equipment, processes and methods
necessary for the efficient, economical and safe
production of a product.”
Davoud acknowledged there is a shortage of
manufacturing engineers and noted the current
educational infrastructure is inadequate to meet
the demands and challenges of 21st-century
manufacturing. The new Manufacturing Engineering
program will address those issues, and will enable
Georgia Southern to prepare practice-ready
engineers to meet the growing demand for highly
skilled professionals and industrialists.

College of Engineering and Information
Technology Achieves Two Milestones
College of Engineering and Information Technology.
“Georgia Southern is trying to address the needs and
support the economic development of South Georgia
and beyond.”
According to Davoud, earning a degree from an
ABET-accredited program verifies that the quality of
the educational experience meets the international
standards of the profession.
“We have great engineering programs—small classes
taught by faculty who hold doctoral degrees in their
field and have substantial industrial experience,”
Davoud said. “Georgia Southern has invested in
establishing excellent teaching and research labs, and
each course includes plenty of laboratory experience.
Our students are very successful in going to graduate
schools and landing very good jobs.”
CEIT has double reason to celebrate the strides it
has made since its formation in 2012. In August,
the Board of Regents of the University System of
Georgia authorized the University to offer the first
undergraduate manufacturing engineering degree
program in the state of Georgia, and the only one in
the Southeast.
During much of the 80s and 90s, thousands of
American jobs were lost when U.S. companies
moved production to China and other low-wage
countries; however, companies are beginning
to return production to the U.S., especially to
Georgia and the Southeast. Most industries need
16
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The University’s Manufacturing Engineering
is a good choice for students who have strong
mathematics and science backgrounds and a deep
interest in building things. “Our graduates, while
theoretically inclined, will be applied problem
solvers,” Davoud said. “They will have knowledge
of design, materials, processing, facility layout,
safety, quality and automation. The curriculum
will be practice-oriented, laboratory intensive and
application-based.”
CEIT also plans to establish a state-of-the-art
Southeastern Applied Materials, Manufacturing, and
Engineering Research Center to enhance both the
academic and scholastic experiences associated with
the program, as well as to promote outreach and
support to regional manufacturers.
In addition to basic engineering and
manufacturing courses, the core curriculum
includes five technical tracks for elective courses:
SAP Certificate track, Lean and Six Sigma Green
Belt Certificate track, Materials Processing
track, Occupational Health and Safety track, and
Automation track.
Graduates will leave Georgia Southern with a solid
foundation for careers in product and process
design, industrial automation, sales, safety and
quality management and be ready to work in a team
environment with other engineers and technicians.
The Manufacturing Engineering program will accept
its first students in fall 2015. – sandra bennett

MANUFACTURING CENTERED Two Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and Information Technology students receive hands-on training
in a real-world manufacturing setting. Learning in one of Georgia Southern’s many working facilities is crucial to Eagle education, skills-building and
preparing practice-ready engineers.
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THE RIDE

“I never want anyone to
experience this again.”

- Morgan Wilson

by Michael J. Soloway

Lessons from a Life Cut Short

I met the Wilson Family in print
before I met them in person.
Their news was tragic. Cory Wilson, a 21-year-old
Georgia Southern business major, seemingly healthy
and fit, collapsed in class without warning, without
reason. He never regained consciousness.
“There’s no way to describe him,” said Cory’s little
sister, Morgan, a junior business management major
at Georgia Southern. “He was a character. He was
just so goofy.” Morgan admitted in high school she
didn’t want to be known as “Cory’s little sister.” “I was
Morgan. That’s my name. Then, as we got older, it
actually became an honor. Everybody loved Cory so
much.” She’s never talked about ‘that day’ until now,
but wanted to share Cory’s story to help raise AED
awareness, hoping it can save lives and spare other
families the grief they’ve endured. “I never want
anyone to experience this again,” Morgan said.
Cory died of fatal cardiac arrhythmia. Although a
courageous classmate, Edwin Garcia, performed CPR
on Cory until professional help arrived, use of an
AED (Automated External Defibrillator) would have
offered Cory his only chance of survival. “An AED is
the only effective treatment for restoring normal
heart rhythm during a sudden cardiac arrest,” said
Dr. Brian DeLoach, medical director, staff physician
and AED Committee member at Georgia Southern.
“For each minute that passes during this abnormal
rhythm, damage occurs, and the likelihood of
recovery decreases.” According to the American Red
Cross, for each minute use of an AED is delayed, the
chance of survival decreases by 10 percent.
Morgan admitted that before that day—January 17,
2013—she felt AEDs were “for somebody else.” “Now
that I see how it’s affected my family, it’s become an
important cause to us,” said Morgan. “You don’t really
think too much about something until it happens
to you.” Today, she urges everyone to take note of
nearby AEDs and to take them seriously. After all,

AEDs are easy to use, and safe for both user and
victim. “The units will not deliver a shock unless it
detects an abnormal rhythm,” added DeLoach. “Our
units on campus are designed so that even a person
with no training can open them, power them on, and
then follow the prompts to use them correctly.”
Ironically, Cory’s mom, Lisa Wilson, is a registered
nurse with the Chatham County Board of Education
and a 1986 Georgia Southern nursing graduate. She
also is a CPR instructor with the American Heart
Association. Lisa was even one of many who worked
on Cory in the ER, stepping in line to perform CPR on
her own son. “He’s just somewhere… he’s still alive
but they can’t reach him because they don’t know
him,” Lisa remembers thinking. “If I do CPR, he’s
going to know it’s his mom. He’s going to come back
because I’m his mom.”
But Cory’s condition didn’t change. Lisa went around
again. And again. It had been more than an hour
since Cory collapsed and he was still unresponsive.
When she was told it was time to stop, Lisa
remembers saying, “But I’m not tired. I don’t want to
stop.” Even during our interview, she asked herself,
“Should I have just done one more round?”
That day was a Thursday. Morgan was in history
class—only her second day of classes after the
winter break. “I had my phone tucked away in my
book bag,” said Morgan. “When class was over I
noticed I had around 20 texts and more than that in
missed calls. I knew something was wrong.” When
she learned Cory had “fainted” in class, Morgan
thought, “He’s probably fine. You all can deal with it.
I have to go to class.” But before she knew it, Morgan
was in the East Georgia Regional Medical Center
waiting room, and a nurse was whisking her away
to the back of the hospital to a small room with a
single chair. “I thought I was going to get to see Cory,”
Morgan said. “I was so confused. I made some jokes.
Tried to laugh it off.” Morgan said her perception of
time was warped that day—every moment feeling
like a split second or forever. She remembers her

FINDING HER BALANCE Junior business major Morgan Wilson had to make tough choices and find a new
normal after her brother, Cory, collapsed and died of fatal cardiac arrhythmia during a Georgia Southern business
class on January 17, 2013.
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MOUNTAIN MEN

Best friends, Kenny Wilson (left) and son Cory
used to hunt, fish and ride motorcycles together
into the mountains before Cory’s sudden passing.

LIVE , LAUGH, LOVE

CORY BEING CORY

The Wilson Family in their Savannah home
celebrating mom Lisa Wilson’s birthday. It would
be their last family photo as a foursome.

mom coming into the room and the words, “Morgan, your brother
didn’t make it.” She remembers screaming. “I couldn’t stop
screaming in that little room. My mom started crying. The nurse
started crying… I wondered what we were having for dinner.
Random stuff. It hadn’t hit me yet. I thought, ‘Cory will walk
through the door. It’ll be okay.’”
After that, Morgan never returned to the waiting room. She
remembers: a hallway, her friend Ashley holding her hand, her
dad crying. She’d never seen her dad cry before, ever. Morgan
knew this would change the life she knew—vacations, holidays. “I
don’t have any siblings now,” she said. “I’m an only child.” Mother
and daughter had to drive Cory’s truck back to the family home
in Savannah. “The longest car trip ever,” Morgan said. “That’s
when I became the person whose brother passed away. That was
my new identity… I went back and forth between sobbing and
making jokes. I didn’t really know how to act. I guess everybody’s
hurt was different. Nobody knew how to handle each other.
I didn’t know how to handle a mourning mother or mourning
father, just as they didn’t know how to handle a mourning sister.
We dealt with it the best way we could.”
Cory’s dad, Kenny Wilson, owns Coastal Truck Parts Center in
Garden City, Georgia. He met Lisa at Georgia Southern in Dr.
Alexander’s biology class. “You could say we found chemistry in
biology,” said Kenny. When Cory was born on Nov. 11, 1991, he
recalls walking into the hospital hallway and shouting: “I got a
boy! I got a boy!” He told me the two of them loved to hunt and
fish together. “We did that a lot,” he said fighting back tears.
“I taught him how to ride a motorcycle, too.” Lisa added, “Cory
wasn’t just a son but was Kenny’s best friend. After high school
graduation we told Cory he could do anything he wanted. Cory
chose to spend time with his dad. They packed up the bikes and
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rode into the mountains, camping along the Blue Ridge Parkway
into North Carolina.” Cory wrote a poem about it as part of a
class project:
THE RIDE
It is the ride with my dad in the fall
Gliding along the highway
with the warm breeze against my body

Morgan (far left) jumps on her brother’s shoulders in what would be
their last photo together, taken on Dec. 13, 2012. Cory had planned to
propose to longtime girlfriend, Olivia Nelson (top center), at the end of
his senior year at Georgia Southern. Cory shows off his trademark bike
and red bandana along the Blue Ridge Parkway.

Cory loved red bandanas. When he rode in the mountains he
always tied a red bandana around his head before putting on his
helmet. I think it made him feel tough, like he was unstoppable.
But red was his favorite color and it suited him. Cory was so
passionate about everything.”
The Wilsons said Cory was so happy to be at Georgia Southern.
“He was everybody’s ‘buddy,’ lover of life and all things good. It’s
hard to understand, except that in his death others have found

We’ll continue that trend until we get one in every building.”
Today, there are about 144 AEDs on campus. Chief Russell
encourages everyone to take CPR, familiarize themselves
with AEDs, and share stories like Cory’s, as well as successful
saves. “When they were building the biology building there
was a successful save during construction,” said Russell. “One
of the company’s workers collapsed and was saved using an
AED.” Donations always help. The Wilsons donated one to the
KA fraternity house. Even the construction company donated

With no intended destination in mind
Away from the rambunctious city
and into the peaceful country
Only miles and miles of highway
with no traffic or stoplights
We stop at a lonely fuel station
to get gas and a refreshing Yoo-hoo
Then back on the outstretched highway
and continue on our journey to nowhere
The occasional glance over his shoulder
to make sure I’m still behind him
Nothing else seems to be there
except his bike and mine
Living in the moment on my perfect day.
- Cory Wilson
February 17, 2009
The entire Wilson Family is still trying to find a new normal. “We
buried our child,” said Lisa. “It still seems like a bad dream. We
go to the grave every week. We’ve had all kinds of things left
—baseballs, tennis balls, pennies, oyster shells and bandanas.

“Red was his favorite color and it suited him.
Cory was so passionate about everything.” - Lisa Wilson
life.” Lisa said she had an active save as a result of a CPR class
she taught after Cory’s passing. “I wouldn’t have been in that
class if someone hadn’t heard Cory’s story,” said Lisa.

one to the biology department when they discovered one of
their own workers was saved by an AED. “We’re funding them
however we can,” said Russell.

And AED numbers have gone up on the Georgia Southern
campus because of the Cory Wilson tragedy. The University had
a handful of AEDs, even in the 1990s. Some were in Campus
Police patrol cars. A few were placed at the RAC and one at the
Union, but there was no joint effort yet. “Until recently, it had
been an individual department effort,” said University Director
of Public Safety and Chief of Police Mike Russell. “Since Cory’s
death, we formed an AED Committee. We went through campus
and did an inventory of where they should go. The first phase
was purchased with year-end money. We bought as many as we
could buy. Last year, we completed the second-phase purchase.

Georgia Southern President Brooks Keel said the Wilson’s
donation indicates that the University is a family. “When
tragedy strikes a family, we come together to support each
other,” Keel said. “We have come together to take action to
hopefully prevent this from ever happening again.”
The Wilsons remember Cory through symbols, gestures and
because they’ll simply never be able to forget. Morgan told me
she still has three of Cory’s old voicemails. “They’ve been really
comforting,” she said. “I try not to listen to them every day. But
I just want to hear his voice. Sometimes pictures just aren’t the
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GET TING BUSY

Pictured from left to right: Morgan,
Lisa and Kenny Wilson want Cory’s
tragic story to help inspire others to
learn CPR and AED awareness.

same.” Morgan even got Cory’s initials tattooed on her foot. “The
tattoo is just a simple reminder to not get too carried away with
the busyness of life.”
Morgan wants to follow her dreams of becoming a wedding
planner, although when everything happened she admitted she
just wanted to get away. “I live in the same neighborhood where
Cory lived, across from the hospital where he died. And I’m a
business major, so I’m constantly across from the classroom that
he died in. I see the AED on the wall.* For a while I was walking
campus almost a celebrity, but one nobody wanted to run into. I
felt like everyone knew who I was. I thought about transferring.
I thought about dropping out.” Morgan credited her boyfriend
Andrew with keeping her going. She found enormous comfort
in RUF (Reformed University Fellowship) as well and said her
parents were very supportive. Morgan said they told her, ‘you’re
still living. Life is about the living. You still need to experience
life.’ “Gradually, I realized I was looking for ways to escape what
happened but I didn’t want to escape Cory,” she said. “After
a while, running into people became a comfort thing… I saw
little bits of Cory in them—in the way they talked and dressed.
Georgia Southern still felt like home.”
The most difficult time of year Morgan has had to deal with
is Christmas because of the family traditions. “On Christmas
Eve, me and Cory would play Mario Cart on Nintendo 64,” said
Morgan. “Christmas morning has just been so hard to deal with. I
think my parents are still struggling with family vacations, too.
We did go on a trip after Cory died, but instead of it being the
four of us, it was only three. So the seat on the airplane for Cory
was empty. It was hard to travel that way. I always tell Andrew,
I hope you’re prepared to have 30 kids because I don’t like being
an only child at all… When he’s with us it evens out to the way
I think things should be. There are four of us again. He’s goofy
22
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WHAT IS AN AED?
AN AUTOMATED EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATOR (AED) ALLOWS ANYONE TO
EASILY CORRECT AN ABNORMAL HEARTBEAT WITHIN SECONDS .
THE INSTRUCTIONS ARE CLEAR AND THE DEVICE IS AUTOMATED.

too. Not quite as goofy as Cory but he goes hunting and fishing
so he can relate to my dad more. My dad really misses having his
‘buddy.’ Now our family is just two girls and a guy… my dad has
had to watch a lot of episodes of ‘Say Yes to the Dress!’”
In Sorrento, Italy, this past summer, Morgan was in a dock area
where a man started drowning. Bystanders administered CPR but
the man died. “The resort didn’t have an AED,” said Morgan. “That
was one of the first times I asked myself, ‘how do you not have an
AED?’ I’m so used to looking for them now. You don’t even have to
be certified. It hurts to know I didn’t know this before… I guess I
would tell readers that it’s simple. An AED is so simple to use.”
To say the Wilsons were flat-footed and stunned by Cory’s death
would be an understatement. “You just never saw this coming,”
said Lisa. “There’s no words anybody can tell you that’s going to
make you feel like it’s all better.” And their entire support system
was in shock. Grandparents were grieving for their children
who were in turn grieving for their child. “I prayed for healthy
children. Everything else was extra,” said Lisa. “If I could have
been given a paper to write down the things I wanted in a son or
daughter, I wouldn’t have chosen anything different for either
of them. Cory’s dream was to be like his dad. He admired Kenny
so much. And he was well on his way. For me, being his mother
made me a better person, just as being Morgan’s mom makes me
a better person. ‘Live, laugh, love, Mom,’ Cory always said. He
taught us so much about living. How is it that a mother holds her
baby’s birth certificate and death certificate in the same hand? I
suppose there’s peace in knowing he lived life to the fullest and
he was where he wanted to be, with the people he wanted to be
with, on the day he died.”
An athlete growing up, Cory loved going to Georgia Southern
football games, but especially watching “Freedom.” When the

WHEN PROMPTED

Simply open the device, turn it
on, then follow the audible instructions that detail where
to place chest pads. The machine automatically detects the
heart rythm and delivers correction, if needed.

bald eagle flew, everything stopped. During Commencement,
in which Lisa and Kenny accepted Cory’s degree posthumously,
his red bandana was attached to one of Freedom’s wings. “What
an honor and tribute to Cory,” said Lisa. Georgia Southern held
a candlelight vigil for Cory and students organized a balloon
lift in Cory’s memory. And when musician Darius Rucker was in
town, KA and Phi Mu recorded a video singing “Wagon Wheel,”
which was to be Cory and his girlfriend Olivia’s wedding song.
“Everyone has been wonderful to all of us,” said Lisa. “The
University also wants to do something in the spring to spotlight
cardiac awareness. We’re so grateful.”

something positive… We don’t want sympathy. We want
action. Don’t feel sorry for us. Just get busy. What happened
was tragic and it hasn’t gotten easier, but we hope people read
this and want to help or become informed. Do whatever they
can. Nothing will make it easier, but someone else’s life will be
touched.”

The Wilson family wants Cory’s story shared so people
understand the importance of CPR and using an AED. “It’s like a
fire extinguisher,” said Lisa. “It doesn’t do any good if it stays on
the wall. Our purpose in sharing is to hopefully allow someone
else to understand that saving a life is really within anyone’s
potential. We want that part of our tragedy to be turned into

*AED was donated by Cardiac Science and hangs beside a plaque in
Cory’s memory.

From my time with Morgan, Lisa and Kenny, I know I have been.
To Cory, who I only know through the words of others, I wish
you a safe ride ‘gliding along the highway.’ Thank you for taking
us all along for the ride.

For more information about AEDs, The Cory Joseph Wilson
Memorial Fund or Fireball 40 Memorial Baseball Tournament in
his honor, visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu/magazine.
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WEEKS of
WELCOME

EAGLE S NE ST

During Operation Move-In, hundreds
of University faculty, staff and student
volunteers turn out to help newcomers
unload and move their belongings into
their home away from home on campus.

THE EAGLE NATION WELCOMES NEW
STUDENTS TO CAMPUS BY ORGANIZING
A VARIETY OF EVENTS DURING THE FIRST
SIX WEEKS OF THE FALL SEMESTER.

Georgia Southern welcomed new students to the Eagle
Nation this fall with its annual “Weeks of Welcome”
(WOW). Held over the first six weeks of class, WOW
helps prepare students for success during their time
on campus, empowers them with a variety of events
and activities, and assists first-year, transfer and
returning students in forming friendships, connecting
with University resources, and getting involved in
campus life. Whether it’s attending an athletics event,
joining classmates at Eagles Night Out or attending a
show in the Russell Union, the idea behind WOW is to
connect new Eagles to the campus and neighboring
community. Through WOW, students can identify
resources and services provided; make strong
connections with faculty, staff and other students;
embrace diversity by broadening cultural views; learn
and understand the values and expectations of the
University; and build pride and passion for all of the
Eagle Nation.

OFFICIAL WELCOME

At the RAC (Recreation Activity Center), President
Brooks Keel and first lady Tammie Schalue, Ph.D. (at
right) were on hand to welcome this year’s freshmen.
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WOW!

Over the first six weeks of school, WOW (Weeks of Welcome) hosts numerous events to
help new students feel at home as they get acquainted with the University. The annual
Day One celebration gives freshmen the chance to learn about Georgia Southern
customs and traditions, such as the history behind the campus watermelon cutting.
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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BEYOND THE HAZE

NOT IN ‘OUR HOUSE’

Georgia Southern Embraces
Statewide College Tobacco Ban
Lighting up a cigarette on campus, or any other Georgia
Southern property, has been banned in order to comply with the
Tobacco-Free Policy mandated by the Board of Regents of the
University System of Georgia (USG). Smoking is now prohibited
both indoors and outside. This includes all University buildings,
facilities, stadiums, arenas, parking lots, greenways, the golf
course, and even inside personal vehicles located on campus.

WHAT IS HAZING? Many would answer this question with
stereotypical horror stories they’ve heard or read about Greek
life on college campuses. But hazing is much broader in scope
and affects more people than that. Because hazing is present in
countless situations that are not always easily identified, the first
step to prevention is informing the public about what hazing is
and what it is not, and how everyone can help prevent it.

“Georgia Southern University is one of the most beautiful
campuses in all of higher education. We pride ourselves on being
a progressive institution that’s rich in tradition and welcoming
and comfortable for our students, faculty, staff and guests,”
said University President Brooks A. Keel, Ph.D. “After careful
consideration, and consultation with the University System of
Georgia, as of August 1, 2014, Georgia Southern University is a
tobacco-free campus. The commitment to a tobacco-free campus is
one we all share together, whether you are a tobacco user or not.”

Here at Georgia Southern University, Hazing Prevention Week
is a time to increase hazing awareness among faculty and
students alike. During Hazing Prevention Week 2014, several
events helped enlighten faculty and students, as members of
Greek Life led information sessions and hosted exhibit booths.
Attendees were able to sign a pledge against hazing, while
Georgia Southern expressed its overall dedication to the cause.

Why go tobacco-free?
The purpose of the policy (University System of Georgia’s policy
9.1.7) is to create a health-supporting community for everyone,
tobacco-users and non-users alike. The new policy also supports
the right of all people on university system campuses to breathe
smoke-free air. The simple reason for our policy is respect for each
other and the environment. We hope that smokers who choose to
continue smoking will respect our smoke-free environment out of
concern for their fellow campus community members.
“It is well documented that tobacco use is directly associated
with multiple, significant medical problems leading to increased
risk of illness and death, not only for the tobacco user, but
also for those exposed to second-hand smoke,” says Brian M.
DeLoach, M.D., medical director of Georgia Southern University
Student Health Services. “I am thrilled the University and the
Board of Regents made the decision for our campuses to go
‘tobacco-free.’ Doing so, in my mind, shows our commitment to
protecting the health of all persons on our campuses, including
those persons who don’t smoke but who may be exposed to
smoke by those who do.”
What are considered “Tobacco Products?”
Besides cigarettes, the USG policy also prohibits all other tobaccorelated products including cigars, pipes, hookahs, e-cigarettes,
vaporizers, chewing tobacco, and any and all forms of smokeless
tobacco. As of August 1, anyone on the Georgia Southern
campus—students, faculty, staff, alumni, contractors and their
subcontractors, miscellaneous employees, event spectators,
concertgoers, and any other visitors or guests—must abide by
the statewide-mandated USG policy. Anyone caught violating the
new rule will be asked to discard the tobacco product immediately
or be required to leave the campus grounds.
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“As medical professionals, the staff at Health Services
recognizes that nicotine is a highly addictive substance for
most people, which makes quitting smoking or other forms of
tobacco very difficult,” says DeLoach. “We want students who
have trouble quitting to know that we are available to provide
medical assistance with quitting, if desired.”
What areas of campus are prohibited?
The use of tobacco is prohibited in any area of the campus
including the following:
• All Georgia Southern Campus Buildings and Grounds
• All Georgia Southern Parking Lots
• Administration Building
• All Georgia Southern Residence Halls and Apartments
• Campus Pedestrium
• Campus Bus Stops
• Allen E. Paulson Stadium and Surrounding Grounds
• Georgia Southern Golf Course
• Coastal Georgia Center (Savannah)
• Herty (Savannah)
“We all know that change is not always easy,” said Keel. “But this
change in policy at Georgia Southern reinforces our commitment
to preserving and improving the health and comfort of our
students, faculty, staff and guests… Let’s make Georgia
Southern an even better environment for learning, working and
recreation by adhering to a new tobacco-free campus.”
If you have any questions or comments regarding the
new Tobacco-Free campus initiative, please send email to
tobaccofree@georgiasouthern.edu.
Visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu/magazine to view President Keel’s
entire video message and link to a copy of the official University
System of Georgia Tobacco-Free Policy 9.1.7.

In order to effectively prevent hazing we must first define it.
Most people are unaware of how broad the definition of hazing
is, or the fact that hazing is actually illegal. Officially, hazing is
“any action or situation created intentionally that is humiliating,
embarrassing, or ridiculing and/or risks emotional or physical
harm regardless of a person’s willingness to participate.” One
of the biggest issues with hazing is identifying it once it’s
occurred. Most people who have been subjected to hazing do
not even consider it that. For example, many organizations
force new members into performing menial or demeaning tasks,
working harder, or are considered “beneath” current members
of the group or organization. On the surface these acts are ‘not
a big deal,’ but there are often long-term effects that run much
deeper and can have lasting negative consequences.
Although the University has always been staunchly against
hazing, this was the first year Hazing Prevention Week was
conducted on such a large scale. Tracy Maxwell, founder of
HazingPrevention.org, and one of the most well-known and
important voices in the hazing prevention movement came to
Georgia Southern for Hazing Prevention Week to share her own
hazing experience. During her speech, Maxwell told a story
about being a camp counselor and how she was hazed the first
week as a new member of the staff.

members of Greek organizations
and also sports clubs. A common
misconception about hazing is
that Greeks are the leading group
who use such tactics, when this
distinction actually belongs to
athletes, athletics teams and
other sports organizations. In
fact, theater and band groups are
the second most likely to haze new
or potential members. In November,
a former Florida A&M University band
member was convicted in the 2011 hazing death of a bandmate.
Since 1970, at least one person each year has died as a result
of hazing —80 percent of which were alcohol related. Georgia
Southern is already taking steps toward controlling underage
drinking, and alcohol abuse by students.
Education is only the beginning. Action must be taken to
prevent hazing. Maxwell explained the fear factor involved
in hazing. She said: “In the human brain people need to feel
included just as much as they need air. The idea of being left out
can often alter someone’s decision making in favor of the crowd
rather than themselves.”
Georgia Southern University is definitely leading the effort
to prevent hazing. Each campus organization must sign a
pledge not to haze, or allow themselves to be hazed. This is a
commitment Georgia Southern insists all of its students uphold
as Eagles. During Hazing Prevention Week, SGA President Azell
Francis said, “The prevention of hazing is really important
because it relates to the safety of our students here at Georgia
Southern, and at Georgia Southern we pride ourselves on
taking care of our families and taking care of our Eagles. It is the
obligation of all of us here at Georgia Southern to make this a
safe and welcoming campus.”

Everyone’s perception of an activity varies depending on his
or her background. The psychological damage of hazing is
commonly overlooked, and even downplayed. Hazing can be
overwhelming and often goes unreported, which is why Georgia
Southern is determined to inform students and to prevent
hazing from occurring on campus or in the local community.

As students, administrators, faculty, and parents get involved,
there is hope that hazing practices can end. The Office of
Sorority and Fraternity Life is determined to make the safety
and well being of Georgia Southern students a top priority.
Hazing education and prevention is not limited to Hazing
Prevention Week. Students are encouraged to speak up to
faculty if they see signs of hazing or feel they are being hazed.
No one has to stand alone. Hazing Prevention Weeks will go on
each year here at Georgia Southern in the hope that more people
will join the cause and keep all Eagles safe. -daja hansel-coates

The act of hazing is often downplayed as “traditions” or customs.
Quite often alcohol is used as a tool to “initiate” freshman or new

A list of hazing prevention resource links is available at
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/magazine.

55% 9 out of 10

OF COLLEGE STUDENTS HAVE BEEN HAZED.

47% OF THEM WERE HAZED BEFORE COLLEGE

95%

OF HAZING GOES UNREPORTED.
Statistics: Conducted by University of Maine 2008

PEOPLE HAZED DO NOT IDENTIFY WHAT HAPPENED TO THEM AS HAZING.
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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“To be productive and
spend quality time that
benefits the growth of my
mind is always a necessity
in a situation like mine... I
dread the day this ends.”
– Ron, Smith State Prison inmate

STEMFEST SUCCESS Georgia Southern hosted its 2nd Annual

STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics) Festival on Saturday, Sept.
20. Featuring presentations by the Institute for Interdisciplinary STEM Education, NASA
and the U.S. Army, more than 2,000 guests were able to design tabletop hovercraft, learn
about solar cell robotics, create liquid nitrogen ice cream, and have their photo taken
as astronauts during a “virtual” rocket launch. STEM Fest is a result of the increased
interest from the National Science Foundation and the Department of Education to fund
efforts to improve the number of students going into STEM fields.

STRENGTH IN NUMBERS
University Named ‘Military Friendly’ Fourth Year in a Row
For the fourth year in a row, Georgia Southern
University has been named a Military Friendly
School® by G.I. Jobs magazine for its efforts to
provide educational opportunities to America’s
veterans, active-duty troops and their families.
The complete 2014 Military Friendly Schools list
can be found at militaryfriendlyschools.com.
“It is a great honor for our University to serve our
military men and women who have given so much
of their time and made so many sacrifices for our
country,” said President Brooks A. Keel, Ph.D. “We are reaching
out to veterans, active-duty military and their dependents
to give them the service and attention they deserve so they
succeed in earning their degrees online or on campus.”
Georgia Southern takes great pride in being ranked among the
top 15 percent of schools nationwide in a survey conducted by
Victory Media, a veteran-owned business and publisher of G.I.
Jobs and “The Guide to Military Friendly Schools.” In a survey
of more than 12,000 schools, researchers examined policies to
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recruit and retain military and veteran students—
students such as business major and Marine Corps
veteran Staff Sergeant John L. Kitchens. (To read
his full story in our online summer edition, visit
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/magazine.)
There is a proud tradition on campus to welcome
the military and their families. Last year, Military
Times named the College of Business Administration
(COBA) one of the best business schools for veterans
in the United States for its online and part-time MBA
program and for having staff dedicated to veterans issues.
In 2011, Georgia Southern established the Military Resource
Center in the Nessmith-Lane Conference Center. It is a one-stop
location providing services to help military service members
achieve academic success. While at the Center, military students
can relax, study and talk with other servicemembers and
veterans. In addition, a brand new multi-million dollar ROTC
Military Science Building is being constructed on campus.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE 4639
Each Friday morning they ride. The bus makes its way some
50 miles to Smith State Prison in Glennville, Georgia. The trip
allows Eagle students time to share ideas and opinions about
crime, criminals, the criminal justice system, and the effects
incarceration has on families and communities.
“When Georgia Southern students drive up and see the high
fences and sharp-edged wire, it really hits them that this is
something different,” said Chad Posick, Ph.D., who teaches
the Inside-Out Prison Exchange class to Georgia Southern
students. On Fridays, students actually go behind the walls
of a maximum-security correctional facility to attend class
with incarcerated residents. “They go in scared because they
do not know what to expect,” said Posick. “However, once they
meet the inmates and start talking to them, they realize the
incarcerated students are smart, and they can’t wait for Fridays
because this experience is so different for them.”
Every now and then, students need to take a break from
classes like English 101 and General Biology to enroll in a
course that is a bit, well, unusual. The criminal justice class
called “Incarceration, Family and Communities,” has 15 ‘outside’
students and 15 ‘inside’ students. It counts as an upper-level
elective and Georgia Southern students earn three credits for
the semester-long course. Inmates who pass the class receive
a letter to share with the Georgia State Board of Pardons and
Paroles, to show that they have successfully completed a
college-level course.
“Many are looking to turn their lives around, and it is interesting
to hear their stories because you gain a better understanding
of their background,” said Posick. “The course gives them
work to do so that they are ‘doing their time’ productively and

“I had no idea what to expect, I
just had crazy thoughts running
through my head of how
horrible these men were going
to be... But once I was into the
classroom and began interacting
with the other classmates all my
butterflies went away.”
- Janna Galbreath, Junior criminal justice major
Cumming, Ga.
challenging their minds, which are often subjected to the
redundancy of prison life. The prisoners don’t see many people
from the ‘outside,’ so this is a refreshing change for them.”
The course also provides University students with invaluable
lessons as they gain a deeper understanding of how the
criminal justice system works. “Their view of prison life, which
they usually get from movies and television shows, is drastically
changed and more realistic,” added Posick. “Many say it has
changed what they want to do when they graduate or had given
them new tools for the jobs they still intend to pursue.”
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E

29

NEWS

COLLEGE NEWS

SAFE AND SOUND
Georgia Southern
Named One of Safest
Colleges in South

Alongside Birmingham-Southern College,
Elon University and the University of South
Carolina, Safewise.com has named Georgia
Southern University one of the safest
college campuses in the South. Priding
itself on its “large-scale, small-feel,” Georgia
Southern University makes sure its students,
administration and educators enjoy the comfort
and safety of Statesboro’s small-town feeling.
And it seems to be working. According to the
most recent crime statistics, there were no
murders, assaults or motor vehicle thefts on
campus in 2012.
Adding to the ‘Mayberry’ feeling is the presence
of officers from the Public Safety Department.
One of the programs in place to keep coeds
safe is R.A.D. Women’s Self Defense, which
includes a free lifetime return and practice
policy anywhere in the U.S. or Canada that
offers the program. The Department is focused
on building relationships, creating awareness
and preventing criminal activity before it has a
chance to cause any Eagle student harm.

MOVING➹UP

New SCHOOL OF HEALTH AND KINESIOLOGY Takes Shape

30

Georgia Southern’s Department of Kinesiology has been
elevated to the status of School. The move represents the
dramatic increase in the number of undergraduates and
faculty interested in the academic unit and its focus on the
interdisciplinary study of athletics training, coaching, exercise
science, nutrition and food science, pedagogy, physical activity/
healthful living and sport psychology.

and employ more than 50 graduate students and have more
than 1,500 majors.”

Professor of Exercise Science Jim McMillan, the School’s interim
chair, says the change also indicates that the School has become
more competitive with other regional kinesiology programs.
“Our School has experienced much growth over the last several
years,” said McMillan. “We now have 46 faculty and four staff,

Effective July 1, 2014, the elevation of the School of Health and
Kinesiology means the College of Health and Human Sciences
now houses three units, which also includes the School of
Nursing and the School of Human Ecology.
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Although students are unlikely to notice any differences due to
the name change, McMillan says the improved status will give
faculty and staff more flexibility in organizing the program’s
content areas.

THE ROSENWALD BUILDING
Most of the buildings on Georgia
Southern’s campus are named in honor
of a man or woman who had a direct
association with the University, but the
Rosenwald Building is one of the rare
exceptions.
Originally built as a library in 1938,
when the school was still called South
Georgia Teachers College, the building
is a tribute to the illustrious retailer and
philanthropist—Julius Rosenwald. The
college library was located in Rosenwald
Building until 1975, but today is home to
the University Museum and the Offices
of the Registrar and Financial Aid,
among others.
Born in Springfield, Illinois, Rosenwald
was part owner of what was America’s
leading mail-order business—Sears,
Roebuck and Company. Under
Rosenwald’s leadership, Sears evolved
into a popular bricks-and-mortar
merchandise store and one of the largest
retail chains in America. He served as its
vice president and treasurer from 1895
to 1910, as president from 1910 to 1924,
and as chairman of the board of directors
from 1924, until his death in 1932.
The business luminary is equally known
for his extraordinary philanthropy
efforts, which far outpaced the work
of his contemporaries. Established in
1917, the Julius Rosenwald Fund raised
millions of dollars for rural and minority
schools and colleges throughout the
United States. Thanks to Rosenwald’s
generosity and dedication to education
initiatives, more than 5,000 “Rosenwald
Schools” were built in the rural South to
help educate African-American youths.
In addition, roughly 4,000 libraries were
added to existing schools.
Because of our own role as a leader
in rural education, Georgia Teachers

College was able to secure grants from
the Rosenwald Fund in order to raise
the educational level of teachers in
rural public schools as well as establish
scholarships for future teachers who
wished to work in rural schools. In
his book, Georgia Southern: SeventyFive Years of Progress and Service,
historian T. Ray Shurbutt wrote that the
College received $75,000 in grants and
scholarships from the Rosenwald Fund,
when Marvin Pittman was president.
As a tribute to Rosenwald’s devotion
and generosity, the new library was
dedicated to his memory when it opened
in 1938.
Director of Georgia Southern
University Museum Brent Tharp says
the Rosenwald name is integral to
understanding the extraordinary story
of Georgia Southern. “It is a testament
to the progressive vision for the role
of education in the community shared
by the school and Julius Rosenwald. It
represents, too, the perseverance that
has been a hallmark of this institution,”
he said. “In the midst of the crushing
effects of the Great Depression, Marvin
Pittman and the faculty and staff of
Georgia Teachers College not only kept
the school going, but actually expanded
the campus and operations, including
a new library thanks in part to the
Rosenwald Fund.”
According to Shurbutt, the original
building was constructed for $31,466.
Even today, the Rosenwald building
is still one of the most eye-catching
buildings on campus—an architectural
landmark that admirably connects our
glorious past and present, and reminds
us all of what the hope of Georgia
Southern University’s future can be,
when just one person takes the time to
care. - sandra bennett

College of Health and
Human Sciences
PROFESSOR
HONORED FOR
TEACHING
EXCELLENCE
Dr. Diana Sturges, a
professor of human
anatomy and physiology in the School of
Health and Kinesiology has been selected
as a recipient of the
University System
of Georgia’s most
prestigious teaching

award. She received
the Regents’ Scholarship of Teaching and
Learning (SoTL) Award
based on the strength
of her teaching and
scholarship portfolio
and her willingness
to share her research
with the academic
community nationally
and internationally.
College of Engineering
and Information
Technology
FACULTY
RECOGNITION
Two faculty members
in the Department of
Mechanical Engineering were recognized
with Awards for
Excellence during
Georgia Southern’s
convocation for the
2014-15 academic
year. Valentin Soloiu,
Ph.D., a professor in

the Department of
Mechanical Engineering, was given the
Award for Excellence
in Research/Creative
Scholarly Activity.
The award honors
faculty who excel in
their research efforts
in addition to fulfilling
their regular full-time
teaching responsibilities. Mechanical
Engineering Professor
Aniruddha Mitra, Ph.D,
received the Award
for Excellence in
Service. It is given to
faculty who use their
academic disciplines
to provide non-compensated assistance
to the community and
region, as well as in
the academic area.
Jiann-Ping Hsu College
of Public Health
DR. YELENA
TARASENKO NAMED
EXCEPTIONAL
REVIEWER
Professor of Health
Policy and Management and Epidemiology Yelena Tarasenko,
Dr.P.H., was named an
exceptional reviewer
for The Journal of
Rural Health (JRH) for
the period between
July 2013 and June
2014. The quarterly
peer-reviewed journal
published by the National Rural Health Association is devoted to
advancing professional
practice, research,
theory development
and public policy
related to rural health.
Exceptional reviewers
were identified as
being in approximately
the top 15 percent of
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NURSING A NEW PATHWAY

Georgia Southern has a new pathway program for
registered nurses who want to pursue advanced nursing degrees. The Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) to
Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) Pathway allows students to exit the program with a Master of Science degree
and take the national certification exam or go on to earn the DNP, the highest possible degree in nursing practice.
Deborah Allen, graduate program director for the School of Nursing, says the change means better quality of care
for patients and reaffirms Georgia Southern’s “commitment to meeting the educational preparation necessary for
nurse practitioners to work in the ever-changing healthcare environment.”

NEWS, CONT.
all JRH peer reviewers according to the
quality, frequency
and timeliness of their
reviews.

MEET AZELL FRANCIS (‘13)

College of Liberal Arts
and Social Sciences
NEW DIGS FOR
COMMUNICATION
ARTS
The Department of
Communication Arts
has found a permanent home in newly

Georgia Southern’s
SGA President

Student Government Association (SGA) President and Master
of Science in Applied Engineering student Azell Francis (’13)
recently spoke about the importance of providing scholarship
opportunities during a press conference to celebrate the
University’s renewed partnership with The Coca-Cola
Company. As an international student from Trinidad and
Tobago, Azell is fulfilling her college aspirations because of
generous donors and the monies earmarked for those who
need it most.
“I think scholarships allow recipients to think bigger,” said Azell.
“For most, we think ‘how can I make whatever dream I have a
reality?’ Unfortunately, financial barriers oftentimes make you
think within a particular ‘box.’ But when someone who doesn’t
even know you, or your story, is willing to invest in you through
scholarships, then that box expands and your dream can become
a reality. You can tell yourself, ‘I no longer think within this box
because I don’t have to worry as much’... instead you’re thinking,
‘what do I really want? What is my definition of success?’ And
when you have the freedom to think that way, you make the
correct steps to achieving it.”
The idea of giving back is near and dear to Azell’s heart. As an
undergraduate engineering major at Georgia Southern University,
Azell was awarded an International Diversity Scholarship, which
enabled her to pay in-state tuition. Even today, Azell talks about
the “big, big role” scholarships played in her not only attending
Georgia Southern, but also thriving beyond even her own
expectations. One of the initiatives Azell supports and has made a
priority since becoming SGA president is the University’s Eagles
for Eagles program. “Eagles for Eagles is an initiative to raise
funds for students in extreme financial hardships,” says Francis.
“We as the Student Government Association represent all of the
students, so we need to make sure we reach out to them in any
way or capacity. Yes, we’re SGA. Yes, we’re government, but we
are Eagles first.”
Like so many of our exemplary students, Azell wants to be
exposed to new cultures, different ways of thinking and push her
own boundaries, obstacles and perceived limitations. Azell says
we challenged her to think about where she fit in, not just as a
resident of Georgia and citizen of Trinidad and Tobago, but on a
global scale and as a global citizen. We challenged her, as we do
32
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CHILD’S PLAY

CDC Playground Renovation Complete
Children at Georgia Southern
University’s Child Development Center
(CDC) are smiling a bit brighter after
celebrating the completion of a new
backyard playground.
all of our 20,000-plus students, to think bigger, and she has done
just that.
Azell is the first international student to serve as SGA president
and the first female president since 2009. She ran on the idea
of “We the Eagles,” which encompassed Eagles being elected
by Eagles to better serve Eagles. “It’s amazing that students
here care so much about other students. Time and time again
we have an amazing team of students who volunteer their time
and energy into putting on great events to help raise money for
students in times of need.”
Azell is one of five children. Most of her family is still in Trinidad,
but she has one sister in Atlanta and another sister in London.
Her ultimate goal is to one day become an United Nations
ambassador, but until that day comes, Azell would like to work for
a global company so she can exercise her passions for language
and diplomacy.

Director of the CDC, Candace Iavarone,
says the approximately $211,000
project has been two years in the
making, and couldn’t have been
possible without support from Provost
and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Jean Bartels; Barry Joyner, interim dean
of the College of Health and Human
Sciences; and Cynthia Johnson, chair of
the School of Human Ecology. Facilities
Services also worked closely with the
Center on the design of the playground.
From start to finish, the renovation took
six weeks.

“I encourage everyone to journey with me to the future,” says
Azell. “I encourage people I meet to always remember their
purpose. Embrace their journey. You are the author of your story
and what greater purpose is there than that of sincere gratitude.”

The new playground features enhanced
fencing, innovative equipment geared
toward helping the children meet
developmental milestones, and one
of the most significant differences—a
variety of surfaces including synthetic
and TuffTurf, along with some sand and
concrete.

Together, as Eagles, we are grateful for Azell as well as the
generous donors who continue to make dreams and journeys
come true.

“We are all about being a high quality
laboratory school of best practices,”
said Iavarone. “We want to make sure

that the outside environment is just as
enticing as the inside environment.”
The age-appropriate equipment is not
just for entertainment purposes, but
also helps kids with physical, social,
intellectual and motor development.
“Now, the children are more enticed to go
out and play. They’re able to climb and
run and crawl through things. There’s
even a playhouse,” said Iavarone.
“The kids have needed this for a long
time,” said Joyner. “This was one thing
we saw that we knew we could do
better, and we were able to do it. I would
like to recognize and thank Candace for
her work and leadership in making this
project happen.”
Sponsored by the College of Health
and Human Sciences’ School of Human
Ecology, the CDC serves children ages
six weeks to 5-years-old and provides
an enriching environment for young
children and their parents, with a
focus on the physical, cognitive, social,
emotional and creative development
of the child. The CDC also serves as a
training program for students majoring
in child development and provides rich
opportunities for the observation of
children and research.

renovated Sanford
Hall. The former apartment-style residence
hall has been transformed into an $8.65
million state-of-theart academic facility
dedicated to educating
the more than 900
students majoring
in Communication
Studies, Multimedia
Film and Production,
Multimedia Journalism, Public Relations
and Theatre. The
renovations included
replacing an internal
wood structure with a
steel frame to allow for
studio and classroom
space. It contains
multiple classrooms,

faculty office space,
an advisement center,
broadcast and film
studios, a converged
media lab and WVGS
radio station.
College of Education
NEW ADULT
TUTORING PROGRAM
The College of Education (COE) is taking its
expertise in teaching
and learning to the
community through
a new adult tutoring program. Every
Friday, COE is opening
its doors to anyone
in the community
working on a GED, and
to parents who need
a refresher course to
help their children
with homework. The
program is called
EAGLES Tutoring.
EAGLES (Enhancing
Adult Georgians' Life
and Educational Skills)
was developed by COE
faculty Amelia Davis,
who specializes in
adult education. "It's a
great opportunity for
adult learners to build
their basic academic
skills and for future
educators in the
College of Education to
get firsthand experience developing strategies for working with
parents who many not
have a high school diploma or who may lack
the basic skills needed
to assist their child
with schoolwork,"
Davis said. Students
who volunteer with
the tutoring program
receive training on
working with adult
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Entomology from Georgia Southern University under Dr.
Dan Hagan, who introduced me to the military entomology

community in 1989. In 1990, I transferred from the Ordnance
Corps to the Medical Service Corps. Since there has never been
an entomologist selected for Brigadier General, I created my
own path by diversifying my assignments and education.
Both in my military and civilian careers, I learned entomology,
public and environmental health, preventive medicine,
military ordnance and transportation, and the intelligence
and acquisition fields. I have always challenged myself by
stepping out of the normal government entomology positions
to take assignments that expanded my knowledge of military
structure, capabilities and strategy.
GSM: How did Georgia Southern prepare you for the future
and the person you have become today?
B.G. ALVEY: Georgia Southern University gave me the advanced
education in medical entomology at the graduate level to conduct
the required disease vector surveillance, identification and
control operations for insect-borne diseases. The coursework
I received gave me the tools to assess any medically important
insect vector that impacts military operations around the world,
as well as an understanding of chemical, biological, mechanical,
environmental and cultural control methods that reduce pest

AT TENTION!
Sandra Alvey (‘89) is promoted from Colonel
to Brigadier General on Aug. 25. Standing
from left to right above: Sandra Alvey;
husband Alan Alvey; son 1Lt. Douglas Alvey,
USMC; son Gregory Alvey; and daughter
Samantha Alvey. At right: Alvey receives her
new shoulder marks from both her husband
and Michelle Rynders.

GENERAL CONFIRMATION
Alumna Sandra Alvey (’89) Named Brigadier General
GSM: You are the first female Army medical entomologist
to be nominated and confirmed by the U.S. Senate for
promotion to Brigadier General. What does that mean to
you?
B.G. ALVEY: There has never been a male or female active
component or Reserve component medical entomologist
selected for Brigadier General. Being selected after only two
years as a Colonel is unprecedented. I’m very honored to have
earned that confidence from the active and Reserve General
Officer Corps.
GSM: As Brigadier General, what are your main
responsibilities?
B.G. ALVEY: As a Brigadier General, I am now Deputy
Commanding General for Operations for the 807th Medical
Command (Deployment Support), which is headquartered at Fort
Douglas, Utah. The Command manages all the Army Reserve
deployable field medical units in the upper Midwest to Ohio and
west to California. There are more than 11,000 Soldiers that
comprise over 100 subordinate units in the Command and is
separated into five brigades in California, Texas, Illinois, Missouri
and Ohio. Units of the 807th provide general, surgical, dental,
emergency, behavioral, preventive, and veterinary support to
Army units and civilian populations. The 807th also conducts
military and humanitarian operations in Africa, South and
Central America, Asia and Europe.
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GSM: What are the greatest challenges you face?
B.G. ALVEY: The greatest challenge I face is balancing the civilian
and military careers without losing focus on family and friends.
Most people don’t realize the personal sacrifice that Reservists
make to serve their country on a “part-time” basis, knowing that
their duty is never part time. “One weekend a month” is never
one weekend a month—it’s evening and weekend work outside
of the normal battle assembly.
GSM: You’ve lived and/or been stationed in multiple
locations all across the world. Is it difficult?
B.G. ALVEY: My family has moved several times while I’ve been
on active duty. With small children we’ve lived in Georgia,
Arizona and Maryland, as well as in foreign countries such as
Honduras, Germany and Japan. My husband was enlisted and
an officer in the U.S. Army and my son Douglas is now a 1Lt. in
the U.S. Marine Corps. That said, we’ve also traveled the world
on family vacations because I value the cultural exposure and
experiences gained from traveling and living overseas. The
most positive aspect is providing my children with an education
and understanding of other cultures, their unique customs and
courtesies, as well as their economic, political, and public issues.
GSM: How does an entomologist become a Brigadier
General? Walk us through that journey.
B.G. ALVEY: I earned my Master of Science in Medical

populations as well as protect those exposed. I couldn’t do my job
in the Army without it.
GSM: What one word comes to mind when you think about
your time at Georgia Southern?
B.G. ALVEY: Football! Football always comes to mind as my
husband and I thoroughly enjoyed attending the GSU football
games under the coaching of Erk Russell.
GSM: To alumnae reading this, what would be your
advice to them as they pursue their passions and careers,
especially in traditionally male-dominated fields?
B.G. ALVEY: When I advise young officers and civilians I always
emphasize the need to diversify your career potential. After
you master the basics of your career field, reach outside of your
comfort zone and take on more challenging, unpredictable
assignments. This can be uncomfortable, intimidating or even
risky but doing so provides the catalyst that is essential to grow,
learn and become more confident at higher levels of responsibility
and leadership. As far as male-dominated fields, I have always
been in male-dominated fields, and while organizations are
getting better at tempering the issues we all hear about,
determination, perseverance, and fairness are the key to
overcoming the perceptions in the workplace.

BREATHING EASIER

Campus Police Receive Grant to Keep
Community Safe
The City of Statesboro, and its
surrounding communities, can breathe
easier now that the Georgia Southern
University Police Department has
received an $8,000 grant from the
Governor’s Office of Highway Safety to
purchase a CMI Intoxilyzer 9000, which
will replace the current Intoxilyzer 5000.
The grant was secured by Major Laura
McCullough, assistant director of Public
Safety, and is used to obtain the implied
consent state-administered breath
test for prosecution of drunk-driving
offenders. By law, law enforcement
agencies must replace older testing units
by 2015.
“The Georgia Southern University
Police Department is proud to partner
with the Governor’s Office of Highway
Safety to help keep everyone safe on
our roadways,” said McCullough. “We are
extremely grateful to receive this grant
because it enhances our continued efforts
to provide a safe environment to the
faculty, staff, students and visitors on our
campus.”

As a grant recipient, the University police
department must participate in a regional
traffic network as well as national
highway safety campaigns, including
“Click-it or Ticket” and “Operation Zero
Tolerance.” Each year, the campus Police
Department makes roughly 71 DUI
(Driving Under the Influence) arrests.
There were 61 in 2009, 85 in 2010, 55 in
2011, 83 in 2012 and 72 DUI arrests in
2013.

NEWS, CONT.
learners, and may get
service-learning credit.
College of Science and
Mathematics
FACULTY MEMBERS
LAUNCH ONLINE
JOURNAL
Department of Mathematical Sciences faculty members, Colton
Magnant, Ph.D, and
Hua Wang, Ph.D., have
launched the new
open source journal
Theory and Application
of Graphs (TAG). It is a
free online mathematics journal supported
by Georgia Southern
through Digital Commons. Once a year, TAG
will publish refereed,
high level research
papers in the areas of
graph theory and its
applications. Wang is
also a recipient of the
2014-15 University
Award for Excellence
in Contributions to

Research and Creative
Scholarly Activity.
The award recognizes
faculty who excel in
their research efforts,
in addition to fulfilling
their full-time teaching responsibilities.
College of Business
Administration
ONLINE MBA
PROGRAM
The online Master of
Business Administration (MBA) program
in the College of Business Administration
has been named as
one of the nation’s Top
30 Best Online MBA
programs by BestColleges.com. Standing
at number 18 in the
national rankings, the
University’s Online
MBA is a 30-hour program that appeals to
working professionals
from a broad business
background.
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ETERNALLY YOURS
Georgia Southern Helping Preserve Historic Willow Hill
A FEW MILES OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS OF PORTAL, GEORGIA,
HIDDEN JUST OFF THE MAIN ROAD, SITS AN UNASSUMING SCHOOL
WITH A HISTORY THAT SPANS NEARLY A CENTURY AND A HALF.
BENNETT GROVE SCHOOL
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“Prior to and just after the Civil War, Georgia gave little-to-no
value to the idea of public education. Yet, in 1874, the recently
freed slaves of the Willow Hill community were determined to
see their children in school, creating the longest serving school
in Bulloch County.” - Brent Tharp, Georgia Southern Museum Director
For generations, Willow Hill School was at the heart of education
for many African-American elementary and middle school
children in the small Northern Bulloch County community.
Founded by former slaves in 1874, and integrated in 1971, the
school closed its doors in 1999, yet its historic educational
mission survives.
Today, alumni, faculty, staff and students are engaged in several
research projects aimed at preserving the school’s vital role
in the community’s history by assisting efforts to transform
Willow Hill into a lasting cultural treasure. Georgia Southern
and Willow Hill alumnae Lummie Lashay Allen Harris (’98)
and Patricia Harden Willis (’78) are two of the founding board
members of the Willow Hill Heritage and Renaissance Center
(WHHRC). Harris, Willis and other descendants of the school’s
founders organized efforts to secure the building when it went
on the auction block in 2005.
Harris, a third-generation educator who teaches in Dekalb
County, Georgia, said she grew up hearing stories about how

integral Willow Hill was to the community. “Knowing that this
school was not only a part of my history, but a part of my family's
history was enough motivation for me to get involved,” she
explained. “It is important that we honor the legacy of countless
community figures who impacted this small, close-knit, religious
community. It is our desire to provide a place that continues to
honor our ancestors and educate future generations.”
The Colleges of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences, Education,
Public Health, and Health and Human Sciences are all working
with the WHHRC to do exactly that, in a community where ties
still run deep. Public History Professor Michael Van Wagenen,
Ph.D., said the Center provides a unique opportunity for Georgia
Southern faculty and students to participate in efforts to
preserve its legacy. Both Van Wagenen and Brent Tharp, Ph.D.,
director of the Georgia Southern Museum, have collaborated
with Dr. Alvin Jackson, president of the WHHRC, and his wife,
Gayle Jackson, Ph.D., the Center’s development director, on
exhibits and collections.

“I find the story of the Willow Hill community so compelling
because of their inspiring perseverance and dedication to
education in general,” said Tharp. “Prior to and just after the
Civil War, Georgia gave little to no value to the idea of public
education. Yet, in 1874, the recently freed slaves of the Willow
Hill community were determined to see their children in school,
creating the longest-serving school in Bulloch County, black or
white. Their story is an example for us all and deserves to be
preserved and celebrated.”
Van Wagenen is spearheading the initiative to transcribe and
digitize dozens of interviews with former Willow Hill students
and teachers that Jackson has conducted over the past 30 years.
“Dr. Jackson’s oral history collection represents a priceless
cultural and historical resource that needs to be preserved and
shared,” said Van Wagenen. “Local histories are the building
blocks of our larger national narrative. The experiences of
the people living in Willow Hill are a perfect example of this.
Through their lives, we can better understand the history of
race, class and gender in the United States.”
With the help of a graduate student, some of the interviews
are available online as both audio and text files, and the oral
histories will be a part of the special collections in the Zach S.
Henderson Library.
For alumna Patricia Willis, her involvement in the Willow Hill
project is a way of giving back to the school that was her first
experience in formal education, and where she met her first
playmates and friends, many of them lifelong.

“So much of what I experienced and learned at this school
(Willow Hill) helped make me the person that I am today,” she
said. “I am so proud of this institution and wanted to participate
in ensuring that its legacy lasts forever.”
Although the current building was constructed in 1954, the
school is celebrating the 140th anniversary of its founding this
year. Board members are hopeful this historic milestone will be
a significant moment within the community and helps engage
people of all ages. Donations, grants and sponsorships are
crucial if the WHHRC is to become a fully functioning museum
and community center. Each Labor Day weekend, a fundraiser
attracts hundreds of alumni to the school.
“It is our goal to create a network of alumni, friends, volunteers,
researchers and corporations to support and sustain the longterm efforts of the Willow Hill Heritage and Renaissance Center,”
said Jackson.
Arlene Daughtry Hendrix (’71), one of the first black
undergraduates at Georgia Southern University, serves on
the Willow Hill advisory board. “Someone once said, ‘There is
something in the water at Portal that makes those who come
out of there very different in an excellent kind of way,’” said
Hendrix, who entered into a law enforcement career in New York
after she graduated from Georgia Southern. “The legacy and
impact of Willow Hill should be preserved, not only on the walls
of the school, but in the hearts, ideas and dreams of any school,
for this makes us eternal.”

The work of the WHHRC has captured the interest of faculty and students alike, and spawned partnerships with the organization
on at least eight different projects, including saving Bennett Grove School. Details are at GeorgiaSouthern.edu/magazine.
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SHIFTING PARENTAL PERCEPTIONS OF
CHILDREN’S WEIGHT

ELECTIONS

Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health

Three faculty members in the Jiann-Ping Hsu College
of Public Health were featured in Pediatrics, the
journal of the American Academy of Pediatrics for a
collaborative study that studied parents’ perceptions
of their children’s weight. Andrew Hansen, Dr.P.H.,
Yelena Tarasenko, Dr.P.H., and Jian Zhang, M.D., Dr.P.H.,
examined height and weight data of about 3,000
children, ages six to 11, between 1988 and 1994, and
a similar cohort from 2005 to 2010. In the 2005-10
survey, 78 percent of parents perceived their overweight
daughter as “about the right weight” and 83 percent

of parents said the same about their overweight
boys. Earlier, in the 1988-94 survey, 61 percent of
parents perceived their overweight girl to be “about
the right weight,” while 78 percent of parents said the
same for their overweight boys. The surveys’ results
signal a generational shift of parental perceptions
about children’s weight. The researchers noted that
parents’ failure to recognize their child as overweight
might account for the poor results of pediatric obesity
prevention and control.

BIOLOGY PROFESSOR PRESENTS AT
UNITED NATIONS MEETING

PRESTIGIOUS JOURNAL ACCEPTS
PROFESSOR’S PAPER
College of Business Administration

Associate Professor for Quantitative Analysis Xinfang Wang, Ph.D., recently received confirmation that her paper, “Efficiency
and Equity Tradeoffs in Voting Machine Allocation Problems,” has been accepted for publication in the Journal of Operational
Research Society. This subject was particularly timely during the recent election season. Efficiency and equity are the
two crucial factors to be considered when allocating public resources such as voting machines. Currently, voting machine
allocations look at either efficiency (ease of assignment) or equity (number of voting machines for a given precinct). The study
examines the tradeoff between the two competing objectives. The new model quantifies the sacrifice in efficiency in order
to achieve a certain improvement in equity and vice versa. Using data from the 2008 United States Presidential election in
Franklin County, Ohio, the research demonstrates that our model is capable of producing significantly more balanced allocation
plans, in terms of efficiency and equity, than current practice or other competing methods.

College of Science and Mathematics

Department of Biology Professor Subhrajit Saha
presented his agroecological research before an
international symposium hosted by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in
September. He was among more than 50 experts
from around the globe who made presentations at
the forum in Rome, Italy. With the threat of global

warming, agroecology is being recognized more and
more as a climate-smart method of producing high
quality food. Saha’s participation in the symposium
also exposed Georgia Southern’s research initiatives to
a global community of researchers, policymakers and
international agencies and organizations.

PROFESSOR HONORED
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Chad Posick, Ph.D., professor in the Department of
Criminal Justice and Criminology, is the recipient of
the “New Scholar Award” in the Victimology Section
of the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences. The
award recognizes the achievements of scholars who
show outstanding merit early in their career. Posick is
currently in his second year at Georgia Southern and his
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research has been published in Psychology of Violence,
Justice Quarterly, Journal of Interpersonal Violence,
and the Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice. His
primary research interests include the intersection of
victimization and offending, the role of emotions in
human behavior, and measurement issues in criminology
and criminal justice.

$2.2 MILLION IN GRANT FUNDING
College of Health and Human Sciences

The School of Nursing recently received more than $2.2
million in grant funding, which will help establish a
Center for Nursing Scholarship and Research, introduce
a new graduate level Chronic Illness Certificate Program

and provide scholarships to students pursuing a Family
Nurse Practitioner (FNP) degree. The University System
of Georgia awarded one grant and two came from the
Health Resources Services Administration.

PROFESSOR AWARDED NSF
RESEARCH GRANT
Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and Information Technology

Department of Electrical Engineering Professor Danda
Rawat, Ph.D., has been awarded a $228,000, threeyear grant from the National Science Foundation to
support his research of “Real-Time Opportunistic
Spectrum Access in Cloud-Based Cognitive Radio
Networks (ROAR).” The grant will allow Rawat to

develop a testbed to design and evaluate projects that
use the Cloud to address the challenges of providing
wireless spectrum access over large geographic areas.
The project could influence the implementation,
evaluation and development of future wireless
systems.
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SEASON OF FIRSTS
This fall, approximately eight female students will have the opportunity to make Georgia Southern history by
playing on the Eagle’s first-ever Women’s Golf Team. Leading the way is Indianapolis native Emily Kuhfeld. After an
international search for the best female golfers in the world, Kuhfeld is gearing up for a ‘season of firsts’ and we
caught up with her between recruits. At age 12, she knew golfing was her calling.

Head Coach Emily Kuhfeld Driving New Women’s Golf Team
You are Georgia Southern University’s first woman golf
coach. What does that mean to you?
When I got the call and they offered me the job, I felt like it was
the opportunity of a lifetime. I’ve always wanted that challenge
to be the very first somewhere and to able to create my vision
from scratch. Georgia Southern has everything in place for
this program to take off. So, it was just the right fit on so many
levels. The opportunity to be the first women’s golf coach made
it stand out from other job offers I’d had. Not many coaches in
their career have the opportunity to say they were the first
somewhere. I really like that about this opportunity.
How do you think being female will help you lead the
team?
All my coaching experiences have been with females. I’ve never
had that other side. My college coach was a female and I worked
for a female in my last job. It might be a little easier for the
players to relate to me on a personal level. I know there are great
male coaches at this level, too, but I definitely look at it as an
advantage when recruiting. Maybe initially the players will feel
a little bit more comfortable with me and my smaller stature. I
hope they feel more comfortable with me off the bat. At fivefoot-two, I was usually the shortest one on the team.
What would you say the biggest difference is in the way
guys and girls play the game?
Both can learn a lot from each other. Typically, men are way
more creative around the green than women—from 100 yards
and in. They have more shots. I think when guys practice,
they’re more open to trying new shots, whereas girls sometimes
just want to learn that one shot and know that it’s going to
work. Obviously, our men’s team is really strong here. I want my
girls to learn from them.
What are you looking for in players as you recruit the
first Women’s Eagle Golf Team?
I’m definitely looking for some specific qualities. I want the best
talent that I can possibly get, girls who are excited to come here
and be a part of the first women’s program, excited to attend
Georgia Southern, those who are ready to put that hat on from
day one. I’m looking for some good junior golf experience, but
also just as people, I want solid students—girls who will take
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care of business in the classroom, girls who take this seriously,
that want to be part of something special—a competitive, great
program. That challenge isn’t for everybody, but that’s okay. I
want the girls who want to be pushed, who push themselves
and each other with a competitive, fun spirit.
You have an impressive background in the golf world
both as a player and a coach. What drives your passion for
the sport?
I always wanted to be a professional golfer growing up. It’s very
competitive and a lot of work. I let go of the dream for a while
and that was tough, but then I got into teaching and coaching. I
knew that I’d found something I really loved. I had such a great
college experience myself, and it’s really fun to try my best to
give back to student-athletes.
What are your goals for the 2015-16 season?
I want the best team I can possibly get. I want to start a great
program here. I think every coach would say, ‘We want to go to
conference, we want to go to Nationals, etc.’ but my greatest
goal is to start something really special here that new recruits
want to be a part of, to start a successful program and establish
the building blocks for that. Then, I want to help my players get
better every single day. If I can do those two things, everything
else will definitely follow.
What do you enjoy most about coaching?
The relationships are great. The competition is a lot of fun for
me. I enjoy watching the players grow and get better. Not just
when they have a great round, but as people, it’s really fun to
watch them grow and mature over the four years. I have really
great relationships with my players that I’ve coached in the past.
It’s very rewarding.
Were you interested in golf as a child? What turned you
on to the game?
I was an athletic kid. I wanted to play every sport. My dad was
actually a tennis pro. For me, golf and tennis were neck and neck
for a while and my dad told me I needed to pick one. I really loved
golf. The solitary aspect of it, being out in nature. Once I picked
golf that night as a twelve-year-old, it was about working
toward that goal.

"My greatest goal is
to start something
really special here
that new recruits
want to be a part
of... then, help my
players get better
every single day."
-Coach Emily Kuhfeld
Who are your golf heroes?
Definitely Jack Nicklaus. I met him once
at Ohio State. That was awesome. Bobby
Jones is definitely from a different era, but
I really admire his career. His golf swing
was really beautiful. On the women’s
side, Juli Inkster. She’s raised a family of
three kids and has a successful marriage,
and is still on tour competing. How she’s
done that and still been able to play for 20
odd years, that’s pretty impressive.
What’s the most famous golf
tournament you’ve attended or
played in?
I played in the U.S. Girls Junior
Championship in Maryland when I was
17. I’ve also been to the U.S. Open at
Pinehurst in North Carolina, and I’ve
attended the Masters Golf Tournament in
Augusta, Georgia before.
What do you think of Statesboro and
the Georgia Southern family so far?
I really like it here already. When I’m
recruiting out in California somewhere,
I find myself thinking, ‘I’m ready to get
back there!’ I’m looking forward to getting
a team together. Once that happens, I can
slow down a little bit and really enjoy the
area. -rebekah faulk (‘05)
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BEST UNDER THE SUN

Eagles Win Sun Belt Championship First Year in Conference

28-6 / @ south alabama 9.20

28-25 / @ texas state 11.8

WILLIE FRITZ NAMED SUN BELT
COACH OF THE YEAR
Georgia Southern’s Willie Fritz was voted
the Sun Belt Conference Coach
of the Year by his coaching peers and
members of the media as the Eagle
Football team claimed the 2014
conference crown, going a perfect 8-0 in
its first year in the league.

PHOTO BY FRANK FORTUNE

“Everyone contributed to our success in
this championship season and... what
we accomplished as a team,” said Head
Coach Fritz. “I couldn’t be prouder of our
players and our coaching staff for their
commitment and effort as we started our
journey this year.”
For Fritz, it is his second conference Coach
of the Year honor after his 2011 Sam
Houston State team went undefeated
in Southland Conference play with a
7-0 record and advanced to the national
championship game. With the nine wins
against only three losses in 2014, his
career record improves to 185-70.

36-28 / @ new mexico state 10.4

34-14 / vs. appalachian state 9.25
PHOTO BY FRANK FORTUNE

PHOTO BY FRANK FORTUNE

22-16 / vs. ul monroe 11.29

Catching Up with Head Football Coach Willie Fritz
In honor of Georgia Southern’s six FCS national championships (and the number of
points awarded for scoring a touchdown), the editors of Georgia Southern Magazine
caught up with Coach Willie Fritz to ask him six post-season questions.
What was your biggest surprise this

and how quickly it came together.

What was your greatest teaching

❷ moment? I think it might have

42-10 / vs. troy 10.30
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69-31 / @ georgia state 10.25
For more photos of the Eagles’ championship season,
visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu/magazine.

For a full list of Georgia Southern All-Sun
Belt Conference player honors, visit
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/magazine.

SIX FOR FRITZ

❶ season? How well our team gelled

47-24 / vs. idaho 10.11

The Sun Belt Conference also
announced selections for its allconference team with 11 Eagle studentathletes recognized for honors following
this historic inaugural year.

happened before the season began.
When we talked about what kind of team
we were going to be and the effort we
had to give in order to be successful at
the FBS level—were we going to be the
team that went 4 and 4 in the Southern
Conference last year or the team that
beat Florida. I told them that that was the
kind of effort that we were going to have
to give week in and week out.

What was your biggest

❸ disappointment? Probably the Navy
game. I felt like we had a good plan but
they had a better one. We didn’t play as
well as we were capable of playing. A lot
of the credit for that goes to Navy.
You win the Sun Belt in your first

❹ season. How do you top that?

Win it in our second season, go to a bowl
game and finish in the top 25.
Who gets this season’s game ball?

❺ I think that would be split evenly
amongst the seniors.

In one word, sum up this season.

❻ Fantastic.
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Whatever happened to:

TIM WILLIS

Cross Country and Track & Field
Now that Tim Willis (’94) has accomplished so many of
his personal and professional life goals, he wants to make
sure other people receive the same chance to live their
dreams and experience the satisfaction of attaining goals
that sometimes feel just out of reach.
Although Willis lost his eyesight at age 10, he gradually
gained a quiet confidence that helped him excel at cross
country and track and field. “When I got involved in cross
country and track and field, I continued to improve,” Willis
said. “That gave me the motivation and drive to continue
down those roads with those two sports.”
And down those roads he ran, winning five Paralympic
medals, as well as setting 12 national and two world
records during his career as a competitive runner. But
before reaching such lofty heights, Willis was the first
blind athlete to compete in NCAA Division I cross country,
and he did it all here at Georgia Southern. In addition, he
earned a Bachelor of Science in Political Science in 1994.
Since graduating, Willis has helped aid others across
several different career tracks. Since he was 8 or 9 years
old, he’d always wanted to be an attorney. So Willis
enrolled in law school at Mercer University, while he
continued to train for the 2000 Paralympics. Willis won the
bronze medal in the 10,000 meters and later found out that
he had passed the Georgia Bar Exam on his first try. “Being
a runner in cross country and track and field takes a lot of
self discipline,” he said. “It’s the same for law school.”
Law degree in hand, Willis started his own law practice
that focused on four branches of law: personal injury
cases, disability work rights, wills and estates, and small
business litigation. Being a relatively new attorney,
Willis relished in the opportunity to gain advice and
ideas from his peers. In addition to managing the time
and rigors of running his own private practice, Willis
served as a contract attorney for Disability Law and
Policy Center of Georgia, Inc., where he would eventually
become interim director.
Meanwhile, Willis maintained his tie to athletics
even after he had retired as a competitive runner. He
represented athletes’ interests as a member of the United
States Olympic Committee’s (USOC) Athletic Technical
Committee and a journey to Colorado provided Willis with
the opportunity to help athletes achieve the goals he
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had attained. Willis moved to Colorado
six years ago to take a position as a
U.S. Olympic Committee management
development trainee. It was starting
at square one, Willis admitted, as an
administrator instead of an athlete. “It
was great to be a part of the Olympic
and Paralympic movement in that way,”
he said. “I have been an athlete, which
I enjoyed, but it was great to have an
opportunity as an administrator.” Willis’
path to becoming an administrator
included time as a trainee before
he became a manager of grants and
contracts for the USOC in 2009. “I was in
charge of managing grants that the USOC
gave to other organizations,” Willis said.
“I was in charge of those grantees. It was
rewarding because I knew the work we
did was important to athletes around the
country. We got a lot of thank you notes
and emails and that kind of stuff.”
Before the records and medals, Willis was
a high school student in Tucker, Georgia,
who took a stab at cross country, track
and field and wrestling. One of his guide
tethers was put on display at Planet
Hollywood. He even had the opportunity
to jog with President Bill Clinton and
appear in advertisements for a handful of
various corporations. His 1996 Paralympic
medals and racing spikes are in the Georgia
Sports Hall of Fame, and the Georgia
Southern University Athletics Hall of Fame
inducted Willis as a member in 2006. Willis
also served as the athlete ombudsman for
the 2008 U.S. Paralympic Team.
Today, he lives in Colorado Springs and
still runs regularly, just for fun and to
stay in shape. A big part of Willis’ journey
from Georgia to Colorado took shape in
Statesboro, where Willis was a Southern
Conference All-Academic athlete, and
won the Georgia Southern Outstanding
Political Science Student Award and
received the University President’s
Award. In addition to the efforts of his
family and friends, Georgia Southern
has played a part in helping Willis share
his successes with school kids, law
clients and up-and-coming athletes. “My
academic and athletic background from
GSU … those opportunities have helped
me throughout my life and career,” he
said. Willis says the communication skills
he learned at Georgia Southern have
served him well when he’s been invited to
speak at school graduations, conferences
and other events. - brian hudgins
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BASKETBALL

Two Named to Preseason All-Sun Belt Team
Georgia Southern senior Anna Claire Knight and
junior Briana Jones have been named second-team
Preseason All-Sun Belt by College Sports Madness.
Knight was a 2014 All-Southern Conference selection
and earned second-team all-tournament honors. The
guard ranked third in the league in scoring with 15.9
points per game to go along with 4.6 rebounds and 1.9
assists. She became just the third Eagle to score 400
points in a season since 1998-99 and the sixth player

in school history to top the 1,000-point mark. Knight
tallied the first triple-double in program history with
16 points, 10 rebounds and 10 assists at Samford on
Jan. 6, 2014.
Jones averaged 7.7 points and 6.8 rebounds a game and
was one of five Eagles to play in all 31 contests. The
forward/center posted five double-doubles and scored
in double figures in 12 contests, and her 26 blocked
shots were the most for an Eagle since 2008-09.

GOLF

Well Tested, Well Traveled
Georgia Southern’s Scott Wolfes was named the Sun
Belt Conference Golfer of the Month for October.
Wolfes won his second consecutive golfer of the
month award after tying for first place (-6) at the
Wendy’s Kiawah Classic. He shot a course record 63
(-9) in the final round, which helped the Eagles finish
10-under for the day and take second place in the 20team event. The score also tied the school record, held
by four others: Spence Fulford, Travis Mobley, Richie
Bryant and Fred Benton.

It was Wolfes’ fourth individual collegiate win and
12th top-five finish. The senior has finished in the top20 in 27 of his 39 collegiate starts, and six of his 12
rounds this season have been 70 or under. The Eagles
wrapped up their fall schedule with three top-5 team
finishes and a match-play win in Scotland.
(Visit GSEagles.com for more on Sam Towler’s Blog on
the men’s trip to Scotland.)

SOCCER
Reaching Lofty Goals

Three Georgia Southern Eagles were named to the AllSun Belt Teams during the Women’s Soccer Conference
Championship Banquet. Nora El-Shami and Katie
Merson were selected as First-Team members, while
Melinda Lukas was chosen as a Second-Team member.
The Eagles leading goal scorer with seven on the year,
El-Shami also leads the team in assists (6) and is ranked
seventh in the Sun Belt Conference in points with 20.
“Over the course of her career, Nora has proven that
she is one of the most talented players to ever come
through our program,” said Head Coach Brian Dunleavy.
Teammate Merson joins El-Shami on the First Team,
as decided by the league's coaches and sports
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information directors. The fifth-year senior set the
career shutout record this season, tallying 18 total as
an Eagle. All told, she collected 91 saves in her senior
campaign, while playing every minute of every match.
Lukas, in just her sophomore season, has been
tabbed to the Second-Team All-Sun Belt. The second
leading scorer on the team overall, Lukas leads the
team in game-winning goals with four. The Eagles
finished the 2014 season with an overall record
of 11-6-2 (5-3-1), after falling to the No. 1 seed
University of South Alabama in the semi-finals of
the Sun Belt Conference Tournament. It is their best
regular season mark since 2002.

HALL OF FAME

Georgia Southern Athletics Welcomes Six New Members
Dr. Lindsey Grossman Blom, Wayne Murphy, Dr. Patrick
Spurgeon, Martina Veiglova-Mamuti, Danny Warbutton
and Nay Young were officially inducted into the Georgia
Southern Athletics Hall of Fame during a special luncheon
on Oct. 11. In addition, the six-member class of 2014
were introduced and honored at halftime of the Georgia
Southern home football game against Idaho at Paulson
Stadium. With this year’s inductees, the total number
of former coaches, student-athletes, supporters and
administrators in the Georgia Southern Athletics Hall of
Fame now stands at 140.

“It was an immense honor and privilege to induct this
year's impressive Hall of Fame class,” said Director of
Athletics Tom Kleinlein. “They should be recognized for
their athletic accomplishments but also for the tremendous
impact they had on Georgia Southern University through
their lives as student-athletes, coaches and supporters.”
Pictured left to right: Dr. Patrick Spurgeon (Football Assistant
Coach), Wayne Murphy (Supporter), Martina Veiglova-Mauti
(Volleyball), Dr. Lindsey Grossman Bloom (Women’s Soccer), Susan
Warbutton for Danny Warbutton (Gymnastics) and Nay Young
(Football)

RIFLE

Small Bore Debut
The Georgia Southern women’s rifle team competed
in the small bore discipline for the first time in
program history and shot a 4186 at SEARC #2. The
Eagles finished in sixth place ahead of The Citadel
women’s team. The team shot a score of 2211 in air

rifle and 1975 in small bore. In small bore, Kathryn
Youngblood led the team with a score of 512, while
Tori Lewis finished second with a score of 497. Emmy
Johnson and Ale Shortridge also shot 494 and 472,
respectively.

TRACK AND FIELD
New Assistants Named

Franz Holmes has joined the Georgia Southern Track
and Field and Cross Country program after spending
five years as an assistant at Tennessee State and this
past year at Middle Tennessee State (MTSU). Holmes,
a former sprinter at Tennessee State, will coach the
Eagles in distance events. “Coach Holmes brings
considerable knowledge to our distance program as
a USA Track and Field Level II certified endurance
coach,” said Head Coach Carter. “Franz understands
the approach it takes to build a team atmosphere.”
Brittany Cox, an NCAA All-American in the Shot
Put and Sun Belt Conference champion in both the

Shot Put and Weight Throw, will coach the Georgia
Southern throwers. She became MTSU’s first female
thrower to earn All-American accolades and still
owns two indoor and two outdoor MTSU records.
“Coach Cox will infuse energy and enthusiasm
into our throws program,” said Carter. “With her
experience as an NCAA All-American, she has
firsthand knowledge of what it takes to compete at
the highest levels of our sport.” Cox joins Georgia
Southern after serving the last three years as a
recreational leader at Napier Community Center and
Hadley Regional Center, both in Nashville, Tennessee.
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Choose Southern
... for summer

Why Southern
for Summer?
300+ Fully Online Courses
Available Term A and Term B
Easy and Accessible Online Help
Financial Aid Available

GeorgiaSouthern.edu/summer

HOMECOMING 2014
GOI NG HOL LY WOOD FOR HOM ECO M IN G

When cool autumn breezes are brushed aside by warm Eagle
spirit, it can only mean one thing: Homecoming! This weeklong celebration plays host to thousands of Georgia Southern
alumni, current students and area community members.
Homecoming includes a variety of special activities, events,
live music, reunions and an annual parade. This year’s theme
was, “Welcome to Hollywood: Southern Walk of Fame.” The
week culminated with the Eagles Homecoming game at
Paulson Stadium, a 47-24 victory over the Idaho Vandals, and
the announcement of the Homecoming King and Queen, Errol
Spence and Brooklyn Smith (at left).
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POWERFUL
BUSINESS MODEL
by Michael J. Soloway

Hala Moddelmog and I have something in common.
Neither of us has watched a single episode of “The
Walking Dead.” But Georgia Southern alumna
Moddelmog (’79) is familiar with the popular AMC
TV show based on the zombie apocalypse comic
book series of the same name. “People will literally
stop me,” says Moddelmog, “and say, ‘oh, you live
where ‘The Walking Dead’ is shot.’” Known for Coke,
CNN, Gone with the Wind, and now, “The Walking
Dead,” Moddelmog is attempting to change many
of these common perceptions, and misperceptions,

Growing up in Hartwell, Moddelmog was about 45
minutes from UGA (University of Georgia). She had
friends going to school there and visited the campus
often. But with Georgia Southern being three
hours away, it really seemed like “I would be ‘going
away.’” Moddelmog recalls her
olderBY
brother
PHOTO
JAMES trying
D. SMITH
to convince her to reconsider her decision to become
an Eagle and go to a university, not a college. “I was
very stubborn,” she says. “I was like ‘my mother
just died. I’m just going to go down there by myself.’
It was almost a rebellious act to go to Georgia

Metro Atlanta Chamber’s Historic Hire
about Atlanta. Moddelmog is President & CEO of the
Metro Atlanta Chamber (MAC) and the first female
leader in the Chamber’s 154-year history. “We have
to disrupt the way Atlanta is viewed by the outside
world,” says Moddelmog. “But we also have to
disrupt the way we see Atlanta.”
The concept of change, or disruption, has never
been foreign to Moddelmog. After all, she attended
Georgia Southern at a time when it wasn’t exactly
the “popular” choice. Moddelmog grew up Hartwell,
Georgia, a small town located about an hour
and a half northeast of Atlanta. It’s a place that
helped shape and mold her early personal values
and interests. “My father had exceedingly high
expectations,” says Moddelmog. “There was no
difference between what he expected of me versus
my brother. I learned how to change the oil in the
cars at 14 and cut grass as soon as I weighed 97
pounds. He also thought I should know how to
bake pound cake because in the south that was
‘important.’ I made maybe one or two and that was
the end of my cooking career. And it hasn’t started
back yet,” jokes Moddelmog. She says her father
believed that if you had the energy and brains it
was your responsibility to be engaged in life and
really live. The Moddelmogs didn’t have a TV for
many years. Her father thought kids needed to be
reading, playing, and being involved in the world.
“When I was young I used to think I’d like to be the
president of something, but I didn’t know of what,”
says Moddelmog.
At 17, Moddelmog faced a personal disruption. A
senior in high school, her mother died. “My mother
had unconditional love for me,” says Moddelmog.
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Southern. I really just wanted to be independent,
but I’m so happy I did.”
At Georgia Southern, Moddelmog majored in
English because she “loved it.” She calls the Georgia
Southern English department “top-notch” and
“energizing.” “I would put my English professors
at Georgia Southern up against anyone,” says
Moddelmog. “They opened up a whole new world
for me in terms of literature and studying human
behavior.” In addition, she appreciated the diverse
student population. “You might think back in the
70s, small college in the south, that there was only
one type of student but I really didn’t find that,” she
says. “I was surprised at some of the diversity of
thought and interests.”
Once Moddelmog left Statesboro, mentors became
a larger part of her life. She decided to go to
journalism school because she still loved the
written word. Her goal at the time was to just get
through the program and get a job so she could eat.
Within the first few weeks, Moddelmog’s major
professor had her start her thesis. Ironically, her
research paper would be on cable TV, a luxury
she never had growing up. It examined consumer
behavior. Afterward, Moddelmog went to Atlanta
to interview at Arby’s for a sales analysis job. “Here
I was an English and journalism major but the guy
in the marketing department who hired me knew
that if I’d done a research paper then I could do the
math. Moddelmog remembers the man asking, “do
you know why I’m hiring you for this job?” “I said
‘no,’” Moddelmog laughs now. “He said that so many
people they hire can’t write, so if I was an English
major then he knew I could. At the end of the day,
G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E
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we need people who can communicate
and who can write.”
In 1995, Moddelmog became the first
woman to lead an international QuickService Restaurant brand when she
was named president of Church’s
Chicken. Since then she has led the
Arby’s Restaurant Group as well as
Susan G. Komen for the Cure, and now
the Chamber. “I think it’s an important
milestone for the organization (MAC)
because Atlanta has been like a lot of
other cities, with primarily male leaders.
Nineteen ninety-five doesn’t sound long
ago, but it shows you how far we’ve
come. But I think for this organization to
put its trust in a female leader is a good
symbol for the region.”

S AV E T H E DAT E

F O R M E R N F L Q U A R T E R B AC K
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GeorgiaSouthern.edu/manning
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SHOW YOUR TRUE BLUE SPIRIT!
Show your pride for The Eagle Nation with a Georgia Southern license plate!
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/licenseplate
A portion of the proceeds will benefit future generations of
Georgia Southern University students through scholarships.
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Moddelmog wants to inspire other women
to dream, overcome fears and reach their
own goals. “I feel I have an obligation to
make sure that women are taking the
risk that they need to take in order to set
higher goals,” she says. “It’s not part of
the job description, but if Atlanta is going
to be all it can be then we should include
everyone in the mix and that certainly
means giving women opportunities.” As a
CEO for 19 years now, Moddelmog’s other
advice: “Try to find something you love
to do and do something that you love;
feel genuine passion and be engaged
in your role. Be eager, enthusiastic and
passionate. Set out to solve a problem.
Those are the people others want to hang
out with. And just be authentic. Also,
don’t forget that if you’re not disrupting
yourself or disrupting something in your
business then there’s a bigger chance
that you or your business or nonprofit will
become irrelevant. I truly want to disrupt
myself so that I’m learning. It’s no fun to
stop learning.”
In fact, one of the aspects that
Moddelmog enjoys about MAC is their
commitment to education advocacy. “One
of the wonderful things about the state,
and this includes Georgia Southern, is
that we have a tremendous amount of
superior universities that are turning out
smart people that we want to stay in this
region,” says Moddelmog. “For example,
the construction management program
at Georgia Southern is renowned. It’s
pretty unique and there’s such a need
for it. MAC works with places like Georgia
Southern to connect them with the
companies that are members of ours…

“I have an obligation to make
sure that women are taking the
risk that they need to take in
order to set higher goals.”
-Hala Moddelmog
We are definitely givers. We have something called the ‘Atlanta
Way,’ which is our way of getting together and trying to solve
a problem.”
Telling stories is vital. One of the things MAC is charged with is
the marketing of the region and getting to the roots of who we
are, says Moddelmog. “Today, there are so many ways to deliver
the message to the person the way that person likes to get their
information,” says Moddelmog. “An English major will take and
get different messages delivered to them to motivate them to
move to Atlanta than an engineering major,” she says, “but it
still encases the storytelling and the ethos and the purpose of
why we’re here and what makes us special.”
The University strives for this mission as well. In 2001,
Moddelmog was selected to oversee the University’s own
“Campaign for National Distinction,” which went on to surpass
its fundraising goal by $13 million. “When I went to Georgia
Southern it was a sleepy little college. Maybe 6,000 people? No
football team… Then I went out into the world, got married, had
kids and got to be president of Church’s. When I got involved in
the Campaign, I had a chance to look back at what the College
had done… I was awed by the progress and growth. I was really
interested in helping the students. It was important to me that
Georgia Southern be involved on a global level and not isolated.
It could have stayed a sleepy little college if somebody hadn’t
had the foresight and get up and go to make it a University and
make it what it is today.”
This is what makes being a part of the Eagle Nation unique.
The University is focused not only on superior education, but
securing jobs for graduates as they enter today’s real world.
Georgia Southern is spearheading workforce development,
along with organizations such as the Metro Atlanta Chamber.
“We talk to companies, find out what they need, share that
with colleges and try to do some pairing up,” says Moddelmog.
Georgia Southern then makes sure the degrees that they’re
turning out match. Moddelmog believes that “getting great
professors that fill specific jobs will help raise our national
distinction.” She says the University is positioned to fulfill
particular skill sets—the construction management piece is
just one. “What I’ve learned is a great professor will attract the
great students,” says Moddelmog.
In the midst of years of professional success, came another
personal disruption with the potential to take the life she
loved—her own—when Moddelmog was diagnosed with breast

cancer. “I was very fortunate because I discovered it early,”
recalls Moddelmog. “I was already loving my life. It was so full.
So it (cancer) didn’t make me want to change my life at all. But
it makes you want to really be present every day. You realize
every day is precious.” Moddelmog says being at Komen and in
the chemo room and seeing what other people experienced,
that was the hard part. “I had the means and personality to
make sure I got the best care. But I realized that there are many
people who didn’t have an advocate in the fight… and there’s
something about the term breast cancer survivor I don’t like.
We’re really all breast cancer thrivers.”
Through it all, her family has been alongside her every step
of the way. “I’m extraordinarily fortunate,” says Moddelmog.
“I’ve been married for 29 years and my husband is very loving,
giving and just so accepting of all the things I want to do and
try to get done in the world. And he’s an incredible father.”
As far as their children, her son is 28 and her daughter is now
26. She says kids keep you grounded. “If something were to
be wrong with my kids that is the only thing that could stop
me in my tracks.” Right now, her son is getting his MBA at the
Wharton School. “He’s going to come back to Atlanta,” says
Moddelmog. “The joke around the Chamber is if I can’t get
my two Millennials to come back to Atlanta, then we’re not
going to achieve that disruption we’re trying to accomplish.”
Her daughter is in Chicago pursuing her Ph.D., working with
children on the autism spectrum. “I hope to get her back here
as well. I’m just so fortunate with my family… If I have to pick
anybody to spend time with, it’s the three of them.”
Moddelmog credits Georgia Southern for giving her her start.
She remains proud of having a hand in the University’s growth
and admires the special place it’s become in higher education
throughout Georgia and beyond. “I have a friend in a nearby
state whose daughter wants to go to Georgia Southern,”
says Moddelmog. “It’s her number-one choice and that was
refreshing to hear.”
Without a doubt, Moddelmog wants to have an impact, not
only on the people of Atlanta but within the entire region and
beyond, and knows she can do it in her role as MAC president.
“I believe wholeheartedly in that diversity of thought I first
experienced at Georgia Southern,” she says. “I always want to
be engaged. Speaking to young people, I tell them to just do
what they want at the time and do it the best way they can
and other doors will open… that’s the business model everyone
should aspire to.”
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SUPER MODELS
Emily Bargeron (‘06) and
company show off her Mamie
Ruth Collection, a clothing line
named after her grandmother
and inspired by the 60s and 70s
music scene, the Wild West and
Native American culture.
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MADE IN GEORGIA
Alumna Having Fun with Fashion
“GIVE ME ONE REASON TO WHY ONE SHOULD BECOME A
GROWN-UP?” - PETER PAN
Emily Bargeron (’06) grew up on a dirt road in south Georgia.
Her family didn’t subscribe to cable television or play video
games. Emily was encouraged to find more “classic” ways of
having fun, being a kid, and exploring her own creative mind.
“Creativity is the ability to manifest ideas into something
tangible,” says Emily. “I think that creativity has always been a
huge part of my life.”
Although she majored in fashion design at Georgia Southern,
Emily didn’t leap into her career. She describes it more as “a
wading process,” where she eventually found herself in the
deep end. “As a kid I created games and toys, and as an adult I am
creating clothing. I don’t know if I ever decided to be a clothing
designer. I think making things and creating was just a part of
my existence.”
Today, Emily is the brainchild behind the Savannah-based
clothing line, Mamie Ruth—named after her grandmother. Look
it up and you’ll find that “Mamie” means practical, courageous,
outgoing, brilliant and witty. A woman who knows what she
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wants, how she wants it, and how to get there. She is the true
definition of leadership and poise—a peacemaker, creative
thinker, and an intellect at heart. And that is exactly how Emily
describes her own Mamie Ruth.
“She taught me that I could do anything if I believed in myself,”
says Emily. “She was an entrepreneur when women primarily
stayed at home with the kids. She had her own flower shop and
worked non stop, while being a mother, a wife, and an amazing
southern lady. She set the bar high and continues to inspire me
to reach for the stars.”
At Georgia Southern, Emily found similar support. Through
her experience as an Eagle, she was able to intern with a
designer in Savannah, who taught her how to interact with
customers on a daily basis. Emily also says she learned about
production, sales, marketing, and other aspects of the business
side of the fashion industry. “When you are in a real-world
setting,” says Emily, “everything you learned in school is put
into action.” Emily recalls Georgia Southern being an “intimate
school,” where her design classmates were more like family.
Smaller classes gave her the ability to work one-on-one
with professors and faculty. “I was inspired by my professors

because they saw success in me and
pushed me to accomplish my dreams.”

fashion too seriously. I just wear what
I like.”

Admittedly, it’s been a slow but
rewarding process establishing the
Mamie Ruth brand. But that’s because
Mamie Ruth is more than just clothing
and jewelry, it’s the carefree feeling
that you get when you are genuinely
happy, says Emily. “Every bad day is an
opportunity to learn from it. I try to look
at the bright side of things all the time.
There are always days when you wish
you sold more… but I am healthy and live
in a country where I am able to make a
living doing what I love. That’s pretty
cool.” In addition to that, sustainability
is an integral part of Emily’s vision. Each
garment in the Mamie Ruth collection
is made in Georgia – manufactured in a
small town outside of Savannah in order
to cut down on the negative impacts
that shipping abroad can cause. The
company also uses bamboo-derived
fabrics that are easily replenished. “I
think we are creating art as well as
providing a service,” says Emily. “Each
garment is artistically designed and
then distributed to stores all over the
country. We design our own fabrics,
and sometimes I even tear down the
curtains. There are no limits.”

Down some of Savannah’s historic
cobblestone streets, into an architectural
gem with plank floors and exposed brick,
there is never a “typical” day at Mamie
Ruth headquarters. Walk into the studio
on any given day and there'll be music
playing and women working in every
inch of space—from sewing tables to
vintage sofas. Besides Emily, the Mamie
Ruth team is a single graphic designer
and four interns. Emily says they bounce
from trade shows to music festivals to
photo shoots, and then design a new
collection and do it all over again. “We
always have ten projects going at one
time,” says Emily. “I think that there is
beauty in chaos.”

Emily started her own business as a high
schooler, making and selling jewelry
at local craft shows and festivals. She
continued as a student at Georgia
Southern. After graduation, Emily
began selling her wares to boutiques,
while working as a graphic designer
at a local newspaper. She received an
overwhelming response from stores
who also wanted to carry the line. “I
eventually added clothing into the mix,
making each garment by hand,” says
Emily. “It didn’t take long before I had to
hire additional sewing help and find local
manufacturing to assist in the growth.”
Inspired by the 60s and 70s music
scene, the Wild West, Native American
culture, various art, and desert
landscapes, Emily calls her style
eclectic. Her favorite designer is Mara
Hoffman, whose bold prints and exotic
colors continue to inspire Emily every
season. “I just like having fun with
my wardrobe,” says Emily. “Every day
is a costume party… Some days I feel
like a gypsy queen traveling through
time and other days I am a cowgirl
wandering the Wild West. I don’t take

Trunk shows are a staple of the fashion
world, and it’s no different for Emily and
Mamie Ruth. The term originated from
the common practice of merchandise
literally being carried to events in trunks.
Today, trunk shows allow customers and
potential customers, the chance to meet
Emily and shop designs from the latest or
even past collections. “I had an awesome
couple of days vending at the Bonnaroo
Music Festival in Tennessee,” says Emily.
“We were surrounded by smiles and
music and thousands of girls who just
loved our clothes. That’s the feeling I’m
talking about.”
To date, Mamie Ruth has been featured
in national magazines, such as Lucky
and Cosmopolitan, and dressed
celebrities for award shows including
Brittney Cole Kelley, wife of Florida
Georgia Line’s Brian Kelley. Mamie Ruth
products are being sold in more than 50
stores across the country and Emily just
opened a retail store in Savannah this
past fall. “I feel so fortunate to be doing
what I love for a living every day,” says
Emily. “The fashion business is a hard
and tricky puzzle to crack and every day
that I'm still in the game is another notch
in the belt… I want our clothes to make
you feel good. It’s not just about the shirt
on your back. It’s about how that shirt
makes you feel. We design garments
that make you want to dance. It’s all
about having fun with fashion, being
confident in yourself, going beyond your
comfort zones and just letting loose…
You aren’t just buying new clothes, you
are making new friends.”
- michael j. soloway

CHRONICLES
1970s
Cynthia George (’76)
joined Darton State
College as interim
chief advancement
officer and
executive director
of Institutional
Advancement in
August. George’s
new role gives
her oversight of
advancement,
alumni, public
relations and
marketing efforts
for the College.
1980s
Melissa Williams
(’83, ’89), after
a three-month
search, has been
named the new
superintendent
of public schools
in Rabun County,
Georgia, in a
unanimous decision
by the Education
Board. She started
her new position in
September.
2000s
Jolene Byrne (‘12)
has been elected
president of the
Savannah-Chatham
Public School Board.
She will begin her
term in January
2015.
Writing and
Linguistics graduate
Kate Beasley (’11)
sold her debut
novel Gertie in a
significant twobook, mid-six figure
deal. The novel
for middle grade

readers, follows a
young girl on her
mission to be the
best fourth-grader
ever, so she can
“show her distant
mother that she
doesn’t need her a
bit.” Gertie is slated
to be released by
Farrar, Strauss, and
Giroux Books for
Young Readers in
fall 2016.
Kimberly Suress
Gaiters-Fields (’05)
is the new dean
of the College of
Education at Albany
State University
in Georgia. The
Curriculum Studies
doctoral graduate
had served in the
post on an interim
basis for one year
before permanently
assuming the post
on July 1.
Chemistry alumnus
Thomas Eisenhart
(’10) was the lead
author of the cover
research article
featured in the July
issue of the Journal
of the American
Chemical Society.
Results from the
study help explain
the “intimate
coupling of light
absorption with
both proton and
electron transfer,”
which the authors
say will help pave
the way for new
avenues in solar
fuel production.

G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E

57

ALUMNI
IN MEMORIAM

Lewis V. Johnson Sr.
Lewis V. Johnson Sr. (‘50) of Twin City,
Georgia, died at his home on April 24
at age 92. He served in the U.S. Navy
during World War II and fought in the
attack on Pearl Harbor. After the war,
Johnson earned three higher education
degrees and had a long career as a
teacher and principal.
James Ralph Etheridge Jr.
James Ralph Etheridge Jr. (‘86) passed
away in April at his home in Hinesville,
Georgia. He grew up as an Army Brat
living in Germany, Georgia, California and
several other places. Etheridge was a
history teacher in Liberty County, Georgia.
Guinelle Jones Thomas
Guinelle Jones Thomas (‘59) of Hazlehurst,
Georgia, died April 24 after an extended
illness. She taught English for many years
and later served as a member of the Jeff
Davis County Board of Education and as
board chair for 10 years.
Grant Richmann
Grant Richmann (‘07, ‘09) of
Lawrenceville, Georgia, died suddenly on
April 26, following a three-year struggle
with Type 1 diabetes. He was a professor
of American Government at Georgia
Perimeter College. While attending
Georgia Southern, Richmann started the
Skateboard Club with many of his friends.
Marilyn Thompson Purnell
Marilyn Thompson Purnell (‘73) passed
away on April 30 in Jacksonville, Florida,
after a long struggle with Alzheimer’s
disease. She served in the education field
for 35 years and retired as a member of
the Duval County Public School Board.
Jean Warnock Odom
Jean Warnock Odom (‘54, ‘72) died May 9
at Griffin House in Claxton, Georgia. She
was a retired home economics teacher for
the Tattnall County Public School System.
Luis Fuentes
University of Massachusetts Amherst
Professor Emeritus Luis Fuentes (‘53) of
Boqueron, Puerto Rico, died on May 9. The
lifelong educator taught all grade levels
from kindergarten to advanced graduate
studies in the U.S. and Puerto Rico.
Justine S. Mann
Georgia Southern University Professor
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Emeritus Justine S. Mann died peacefully
in Statesboro on May 23 at age 98. She
retired as the chair of the Department of
Political Science in 1986. Mann, formerly
of Meridian, Mississippi, was named
the 1956 Woman of the Year by the
Business and Professional Women’s Club
of Meridian. Following the death of her
husband in 1960, she moved to Alabama
and became the first woman to receive a
doctorate degree in political science from
the University of Alabama.
Crystal Rahn
Crystal Rahn (‘96) died in May at her
home in Effingham County, Georgia. She
was a registered nurse at Effingham
Hospital and active in the Relay for Life
movement, which raises awareness and
funds to fight cancer.
Scott Lively
Scott Lively (‘07) of Atlanta, Georgia, died
on May 6 at age 30. A memorial service
celebrating his life was held at Johns
Creek Baptist Church.
Joan Prescott
Lifelong Savannah resident Joan Prescott
(‘59) died in May at Spanish Oaks
Retreat. She was an educator in the
Chatham County School system for more
than 20 years.
Ouida Ingram Franklin
Ouida Ingram Franklin (‘44) was
91-years-old when she died on May 14
in Brooklet, Georgia. The lifelong resident
of Bulloch County graduated from
Brooklet High School and returned there
to teach business courses in the 1940s.
Jean Dickerson Pye
Jean Dickerson Pye (‘66) died at
Meadows Regional Hospital in Vidalia,
Georgia, last May. As an employee of the
Bulloch County Board of Education, she
worked at Southeast Bulloch High School
and Statesboro High.
John Hammond
The family of John Hammond (‘61)
mourned his passing on May 28 in
Thomson, Georgia. He served as a
teacher, guidance counselor and principal
in the public schools of McDuffie County,
Georgia, and led hundreds of students on
educational trips in Georgia, Washington,
D.C., the American West and Europe.

Mike Hurst
Mike Hurst (‘71) of Lawrenceville,
Georgia, died on May 31. An avid football
fan, he worked for many years as a
coach and teacher with the Gwinnett
County Public School system.
Porter Headlee
Porter Headlee (‘12), a native of
Kennesaw, Georgia, died tragically after
being shot in St. Petersburg, Florida
on June 1. His family remembers him
as “a rare gem who saw the beauty
in everything.” A neighbor has been
charged with his death.
James “Mike” Carpenter
Attorney James “Mike” Carpenter (‘73)
passed away on May 31 after a brief
illness. He lived most of his life in Macon,
Georgia, where he was a member of the
Macon Bar Association and the Georgia
Bar Association. Carpenter served on
the University’s Board of Trustees and
as president of the Alumni Association.
Donations in his memory may be made
to the Frank Hook Alumni Scholarship
Fund at Georgia Southern.
Kathryn Simmons Lovett
Kathryn Simmons
Lovett died at East
Georgia Regional
Medical Center
in Statesboro,
Georgia, on June
8. She was 97.
Lovett was in the
first class of women admitted into the
Emory University School of Medicine.
In Statesboro, she practiced psychiatry
with her husband, Dr. Lindsay Franklin
Lovett, a general medicine practitioner,
and was a teacher of psychology at
Georgia Southern.
Eugene “Gene” Crawford
Eugene “Gene” Crawford (‘60, ‘62), who
spent most of his life in Statesboro,
Georgia, died on June 7 in Atlanta. The
former principal of Stilson Elementary
and Sallie Zetterower Elementary Schools
served as an aide to U.S. Congressmen
Ronald “Bo” Ginn and J. Roy Roland. He
also served as director of Alumni and
Community Development at Georgia
Southern. Crawford was inducted into the
Georgia Southern University Athletic Hall
of Fame. Donations in his memory may be
given to the Gene Crawford GSU Football

Scholarship Fund or the “Mr. Crawford” Pro
Am Golf Tournament at Georgia Southern.
Jamie Hendrix
Retired Army Col. Jamie Hendrix (‘71)
of Tybee Island, Georgia, was under
the care of Hospice Savannah when he
passed away on June 9, surrounded by
family, friends and former Soldiers. His
distinguished military career spanned
more than 30 years, as he fought as an
Army infantry officer during the Korean
War and served four separate combat
tours during the Vietnam War.
Jefferson Corbitt
The Rev. Jefferson Corbitt (‘51) died
June 22 at his home in Guyton, Georgia.
The World War II veteran served as a
Methodist minister in the South Georgia
Conference for more than 41 years.
Kent Murray
Professor Kent Murray died suddenly
on June 20 at East Georgia Regional
Medical Center in Statesboro, Georgia.
Murray enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1969
and served during the Vietnam War. He
joined Georgia Southern in 1985 and
was a beloved faculty member in the
Department of Communication Arts.
William Jennings Tyre
William Jennings
Tyre (‘50) died
at age 89 at
the Ogeechee
Area Hospice
in Statesboro,
Georgia. He retired
as the principal
of Sylvania Elementary School after 34
years in the education field. The World
War II veteran served in the U.S. Army
for three years in the 158th Combat
engineers and used the G.I. Bill to earn
his degree from Georgia Southern.
Thelva Horton Sharpe
Born on July 10, 1911, Thelva Horton
Sharpe (‘35) passed away at the age of
103 on July 25 at Gentilly Gardens in
Statesboro, Georgia. The Norristown,
Georgia, native had many interests
including, sewing, gardening, canning
and needlepoint. She was an active
member of the Garden Club, Canasta
Club, the order of the Eastern Star and
the Monday Morning Workers at First
United Methodist Church of Statesboro.

Ira Hozey Jr.
Ira Hozey Jr. (‘80) passed away July 29 at
University Hospital in Augusta, Georgia.
During his 25 years of military service in
the U.S. Navy, Hozey served in both the
Korean and Vietnam Wars.
Reba Wood Barnes
Reba Wood Barnes (‘51, ‘61, ‘62) died
at age 86 on Aug. 1 at Ogeechee Area
Hospice in Statesboro, Georgia. The
Georgia Southern health and physical
education teacher excelled as a tennis
player and was a winner of the Georgia
State Women’s Tennis Singles and Doubles
championships. She also competed in the
Georgia Senior Olympics, winning first
place in the 100-meter race twice.
Karl “Van” Zeigler
Karl “Van” Zeigler (‘75) passed away July
8 in a Mansfield, Texas, hospital. The 60
year old was buried in Sardis, Georgia,
where he grew up.
Benny “Bo” Tew
U.S. Navy veteran Benny “Bo” Tew (‘74)
of Sylvania, Georgia, passed away on July
22 at Optim Medical Center Screven. A
former assistant coach at Savannah High
School, the 73 year old retired from the
Chatham County Board of Education as
the pupil placement director.
Emerson Turner Jr.
Emerson Turner Jr. (‘77) of Bogart,
Georgia, passed away suddenly on
July 25 at age 59. A member of Mensa
America, Turner was an avid runner and
loved kayaking and camping.
James Fields
James Fields (‘68) died at his home in
Georgia on July 26. He served in the U.S.
Navy during the Korean War.
Kenneth Crumpler
Kenneth Crumpler (‘71) of Zebulon,
North Carolina, was surrounded by loved
ones when he passed away on July 25.
William “Buck” Maxwell
William “Buck” Maxwell (‘87) of Sylvania,
Georgia, died at East Georgia Regional
Medical Center on Aug. 17. A master
trooper with the Georgia State Patrol,
Maxwell retired after 35 years of service.
He loved piloting planes and became a
pilot when he was just 16 years old.

Jim Hagin
Jim Hagin (‘80) of Weatherford, Texas,
died Aug. 19 following a brief illness.
The Bulloch County native was an avid
cutting horse trainer.
Lowell Bouma
Lowell Bouma, a retired chair of
Georgia Southern’s Foreign Languages
Department, died of heart complications
on Aug. 20 in Grandville, Michigan.
He was an active volunteer with
Statesboro’s Habitat for Humanity.
Mary Minton
Retired educator Mary Minton (‘68) of
Panama City Beach, Florida, passed away
Aug. 15. She taught physical education and
coached the cheerleading squad and tennis
teams at Gulf Coast Community College.
Deanne Hildebrandt
Deanne Hildebrandt (‘77) died at her
residence on Aug. 21. The family of the
59-year-old described the Augusta,
Georgia, native as a true free spirit. The
retired letter carrier was a veteran of the
U.S. Army Reserves, the National Guard
and Air National Guard.
Lorraine Gilpin
Georgia Southern
Professor Lorraine
Gilpin (‘96, ‘98,
‘02) passed away
at Memorial
University
Medical Center
in Savannah on
Aug. 30. The dedicated teacher, scholar,
wife and mother earned her bachelor’s,
master’s and doctoral degrees in the
College of Education and joined its
faculty in 2000. The flag at Sweetheart
Circle was flown at half-staff in her
honor on Sept. 12.
Estelle “Esty” Davis Butler
Estelle “Esty” Davis Butler (‘65) of
Claxton and Richmond Hill, Georgia, died
peacefully just one day after her 93rd
birthday on Aug. 27. She was an educator
for more than 30 years, teaching science
and serving as the guidance counselor at
Claxton High School.
Shermaine Lee
Shermaine Lee (‘97, ‘02), a special
education teacher in Dekalb County,

Georgia, lost her battle with Stage
IV lung cancer on Sept. 2. She was a
nonsmoker and shared her story with
Atlanta media to raise money for lung
cancer research. Lee is survived by her
husband and two young sons.

avid dancer, seamstress, gardener, bridge
player, and for designing house plans in her
spare time.

Ronald “Ed” Rush
Ronald “Ed” Rush (‘49), a World War
II veteran, died Sept. 5 in Riverside,
California, at age 92. He was the recipient
of eight combat medals and attended
Georgia Southern on the G.I. Bill.
Rob Bironas

Rob Bironas,
a member of
the Eagles’
2000 national
championship
team and former
Tennessee Titans
kicker, died in
a single car accident on Sept. 20. The
36-year-old was the Titans’ second alltime leading scorer with 1,032 points and
the fourth most-accurate kicker in NFL
history, connecting on 85.7 percent of his
kicks. In 2007, his record eight field goals
in a victory over Houston, helped carry
him to his only Pro Bowl. Just months
before his death, Bironas married Rachel
Bradshaw, daughter of Pittsburgh Steelers
legend and Pro Football Hall of Fame
quarterback Terry Bradshaw.
Thomas “Tommy” Blitch Jr.
Thomas “Tommy” Blitch Jr. (‘56) died on
Sept. 7 at age 82, under hospice care in
his hometown of Statesboro. The retired
Sea Island banker and former city council
member also serv ed on the University
Foundation Board.
James “Jim” Orr
James “Jim” Orr, a retired associate dean
of students for Georgia Southern, died on
Sept. 26 at East Georgia Regional Medical
Center in Statesboro. During his tenure,
he was the Greek advisor. Orr was a
member of the Brooklet Kiwanis Club
and served as mayor pro tem for the City
of Brooklet from 2010 to 2013.
Eleanor Jones James
Retired Georgia Southern English professor
Eleanor Jones James passed away on Sept.
26 at age 81, under the care of Ogeechee
Area Hospice. She is remembered as an

Alec Dorsey
Alec Dorsey (‘66) of Abbeville, Georgia,
lost his battle with prostate cancer on
Sept. 23 at Houston Medical Center. The
former mayor of Abbeville and retired
Chief Magistrate of Wilcox County
also served as president of Dorsey
Chevrolet, Dorsey Bank and the Dorsey
Oil Company.
Scott Hoag
Scott Hoag (‘03) died at his home in
Savannah, Georgia, under hospice care.
He was 39.
Lisa Driggers Eason
Lisa Driggers Eason (‘95, ‘98) of Claxton,
Georgia, died Sept. 28 at Ogeechee
Area Hospice in Statesboro, Georgia. For
20 years she served as the assistant
principal of Claxton High School.
Larry English
Larry English (‘66) died Sept. 26 at
University Hospital in Augusta, Georgia,
at age 71. He retired from International
Paper as a machine tender.
Jeffrey Lee Bennett
Jeffrey Lee Bennett (‘83) of Snellville,
Georgia, passed away on Sept. 26.
I. David Harris
I. David Harris (‘55 ‘56) of Kennesaw,
Georgia, died Sept. 16 at age 82. The retired
physical education professor taught at
Kennesaw State University for 30 years.
Gerald Jones
Retired professor and director emeritus
of Engineering Studies Gerald Jones was
killed in a car accident on Oct. 7 near
Statesboro. Although he retired in 2007,
Jones continued to teach part-time.
Caleb Hazzard
Caleb Hazzard died in a motorcycle
accident on April 23. He was just 21.
At the time of his death, Hazzard was
a Construction Management major
and worked at Custom Aviation, Inc. in
Savannah. A graduate of South Effingham
High School, he was granted an alumni
status brick acknowledging his academic
success in 2014.

G E O R G I A S O U T H E R N . E D U/ M A G A Z I N E

59

SUPPORT

RECORD ‘DAY FOR SOUTHERN’
The 41st annual “A Day for Southern” fundraising campaign set a
new record this year, raising more than $2.2 million, topping last
year’s record of $2.1 million. The Campaign relies on donations
from Georgia Southern faculty, staff, students, alumni, friends
and supporters in the Statesboro community. A Day for Southern
funds support academics, scholarships, athletics, faculty and
staff development, and community resources including Georgia
Southern Museum, the Garden of the Coastal Plain and the
Performing Arts Center. Pictured left to right are Multicultural
Student Center Assistant Christopher Pugh, Director of Athletics
Tom Kleinlein, Georgia Southern University Foundation Chair and
A Day for Southern Community Chair Barbara Christmas Golden,
University President Brooks Keel, Vice President for University
Advancement and President of the University Foundation Salinda
Arthur, Director of Annual Giving Gloria Goosby and Director of
First-Year Experience Chris Caplinger.

A COKE
AND A SMILE
President Keel
announces an historic
agreement with The
Coca-Cola Company
alongside (pictured
left to right) Sandy
Douglas, senior vice
president, global chief
customer officer and
president of Coca-Cola
North America; Georgia
Southern Director of
Athletics Tom Kleinlein;
and John Sherman,
senior vice president/
chief commercial officer
for Coca-Cola United.

REFRESHING DEAL

Historic Partnership with Coca-Cola Largest in School History
Georgia Southern University and The Coca-Cola Company sealed
a multi-year deal allowing the world’s number one beverage
company to continue to be the exclusive beverage provider for
the University and Georgia Southern Athletics.

Whitaker, vice president for Business and Finance. “This, among
other attributes, has opened the door for this partnership
with Coca-Cola, allowing the University to sign the largest
sponsorship deal in the University’s history.”

In addition to keeping Georgia Southern students, faculty and staff
refreshed, Coca-Cola will also fund new scholarships ranging from
$500 to $6,000, support academic and athletics programs and
collaborate with the University on sustainability initiatives.

“Georgia Southern has gained increased national exposure for
its academic and athletics achievements, including the move
to the Football Bowl Subdivision and Sun Belt Conference,”
said Keel. “As a result, the value of our brand has increased
exponentially. The deal with Coca-Cola is an example of the
strength of Georgia Southern.”

“Providing students the ability to receive a solid education at
Georgia Southern University is of the utmost importance for our
University,” said President Brooks A. Keel, Ph.D. “Coca-Cola also
has a strong commitment to education. The company’s support
of scholarships at Georgia Southern will make a critical impact
on current and future Eagles.”
“In addition to merit and leadership scholarships, this funding
will allow Georgia Southern to provide a double-match for the
Governor’s REACH scholarship program. Providing expanded
scholarship opportunities is extremely important to Georgia
Southern,” said Keel. “With this support from Coca-Cola, we’re
building a stronger academic future for our students.” The
REACH Scholarship program is a needs-based mentoring and
scholarship program developed by Georgia Governor Nathan
Deal, to ensure Georgia’s low-income students have the
academic, social and financial support needed to access college
and achieve post-secondary success.
“Georgia Southern has more than 20,500 students on campus
purchasing products at athletic events, in vending machines and
dining services, and the campus continues to grow,” said Robert
60
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CHIPPING IN
The Georgia Southern University
Foundation hosted its second annual
Southern Classic Golf Tournament
on Monday, Oct. 13 at the historic
Peachtree Golf Club in Atlanta.
Nearly $45,000 were raised thanks
to contributions collected during the
special fundraising event. Proceeds
from the tournament will benefit
student scholarships.

Coca-Cola will also work with Georgia Southern on sustainability
and green initiatives by providing environmentally sensitive
programming, including recycling options. Georgia Southern
students recently voted to increase student fees by $10 to cover
sustainability efforts across campus, which makes Coca-Cola’s
support even more timely.
“The Coca-Cola Company has an unwavering commitment to
education—a key element for socioeconomic development,” said
Pamela Stewart, vice president, East Region Sales Foodservice
& On Premise, Coca-Cola Refreshments. “Coca-Cola joins Georgia
Southern University to further opportunities for students while
on campus and in their futures. We also will collaborate on
implementing sustainability initiatives at Georgia Southern that
will benefit us all.”
Additionally, Coca-Cola will develop customized marketing
initiatives to further expand the University’s brand recognition
in the Savannah and Atlanta markets as part of Coca-Cola’s
regional football marketing campaign.

The winning Gulfstream-sponsored team of former Falcons
quarterback and Georgia Sports Hall of Fame member Steve
Bartkowski, Joe Drake, Mark Dishaw and Scott Seigel placed
first in the tournament.
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1906 SOCIETY EVENT
University Foundation Thanks Annual Donors at Special Event
Every year, the Georgia Southern
University Foundation welcomes alumni
and friends to its annual 1906 Society
Event to recognize the men and women
who help make the University a success.
In addition to honoring annual supporters,
this year’s gathering on Sept. 26, at
the Eugene M. Bishop Alumni Center,
recognized the honorees in the 40 Under
40 Class of 2014. Throughout the evening,
guests enjoyed tasty hors d’oeuvres and
a rousing night of dueling pianos, which
provided opportunities to sing and dance
along to favorite songs. Membership in the
1906 Society is extended to contributors
who make annual gifts of $1,200 or more
to support the University. The donations
may be designated to specific funds or
used for scholarships or initiatives that
enhance teaching, research, cultural
activities and economic development.

MY INVESTMENT
Abby Lynes

2015

CELEBRATION SPEAKER

MICHELE NORRIS
WED., JANUARY 28 • 7 PM
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/MicheleNorris

BIRDS OF A FEATHER
President Brooks A. Keel, Ph.D., welcomes
guests to the annual 1906 Society Event,
which included food, friends, photo booths and
laughter. The feather “chandeliers” (below)
were a gorgeous touch inspired by the Roaring
20s and our own Assistant Director of Donor
Relations Samantha Nesmith.

YOU SHOP. WE GIVE.

$10 MILLION
GIVEN BACK TO
GEORGIA SOUTHERN
SINCE 2000.

We are committed to advance the educational interests of Georgia Southern
University. Each semester we allocate funds and donate merchandise to
registered University organizations and departments to help with programs and
events for the direct benefit of students, faculty and staff.

GSUSTORE.COM • 912-478-5181

Abby Lynes’ first memory of Georgia
Southern is of cardboard. She remembers
using it to slide down the hills at Paulson
Stadium during football games when she
was just 4 years old. Years later, Abby
(’06, ’10) would make new memories at
Georgia Southern as a business major
and honors student. “The scholarships I
received as a freshman had qualifications
that centered around service and I have
fond memories of that.” Abby says the
main reason she gives back is because
she hopes to help other Eagles, “be in
the same position I was in… I knew it’d
be the right fit for me. Honestly, I don’t
believe I would have had the same college
experience or felt as comfortable as I did if
not for Georgia Southern.”
For Abby, who received her B.B.A. in
Management in 2006 and an MBA four
years later, being a Georgia Southern
alum is a family affair. Both of her parents
graduated from Georgia Southern in
the early 70s, while her sister earned
her degree right before she did. Abby
estimates they have 10 Georgia Southern
degrees just within her immediate family
alone. As a result, Abby’s parents have
been strong University supporters over
the years as well. Her dad was even on
the Alumni Board of Directors and in
the meeting when they all got the call
announcing Erk Russell as football coach.
Today, Abby is a technical assistant at
Trinity Underwriting Managers, Inc.
in her hometown of Savannah and
participates on the Southern Women
Advisory Board and in the local Eagle
Outreach by volunteering for the Second
Harvest Food Bank alongside other Eagle
alumni. “It’s great to give back in some
way. The University keeps growing and
getting better, which makes our degrees
even more valuable.” - michael j. soloway
To make your annual gift visit
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/donate
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WIN NING THE BELT!

Of the schools that began their first year of FBS play with a
conference affiliation, Georgia Southern became just the third to
win a league title in its inaugural season, joining Nevada (1992) and
Marshall (1997). And only one other team posted a better record in its
first year in the FBS, with Marshall going 10-3 in 1997. Coach Willie
Fritz became the third coach in Georgia Southern history to record
nine wins in the regular season in their first year as head coach.
Georgia Southern also improved to 26-4 in Senior Day games.
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